


National Governors Association Chairman Gov. Jack Markell of Delaware, left, with Vice Chariman Gov. Mary Fallin of Oklahoma 
speaks during a news conference at the NGA Winter Meeting in Washington, Saturday, Feb. 23, 2013. 
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Automatic budget cuts come under fire 



A security official stands 
guard at the scene of a sui¬ 
cide car bomb attack which 
killed and injured several 
people at the National Direc¬ 
torate of Security in Jalala¬ 
bad, Afghanistan, Sunday, 
Feb 24, 2013. 

Associated Press 

Afghanistan: 
U.S. special 
forces must 
leave province 

PATRICK QUINN 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

Afghanistan's president or¬ 
dered all U.S. special forces 
to leave a strategically im¬ 
portant eastern province 
within two weeks because 
of allegations that Afghans 
working with them are tor¬ 
turing and abusing other 
Afghans. 

The decision Sunday seems 
to have surprised the co¬ 
alition and U.S. Forces 
Afghanistan, a separate 
command. Americans 
have frequently angered 
the Afghan public over is¬ 
sues ranging from Qurans 
burned at a U.S. base to al¬ 
legations of civilian killings. 
“We take all allegations of 
misconduct seriously and 
go to great lengths to de¬ 
termine the facts surround¬ 
ing them," the U.S. forces 
said in a statement. 


Continued on page 7 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

automatic budget cuts set 
to take hold this week were 
roundly condemned Sun¬ 
day as the Obama admin¬ 
istration and congressio¬ 
nal Republicans bickered 
over who's to blame for 
the failure to reach a deal 
to stave off the $85 billion 
reduction in government 
services that threatens the 
fragile economic recovery. 
The grim picture is emerg¬ 
ing as the White House and 
lawmakers count down the 
days until the government 
is forced to make drastic 
cuts in domestic and de¬ 


fense spending with hardly 
any leeway to save some 
programs from the budget 
knife. This would affect ev¬ 
erything from commercial 
flights to meat inspections. 
The Obama administration 
upped the pressure Sun¬ 
day evening by releasing 
state-by-state reports on 
the impact of the looming 
budget cuts in an effort 
designed to get hold-out 
lawmakers to compromise 
or face unhappy constitu¬ 
ents. 

The so-called sequester 
now approaching was 
never supposed to hap¬ 


pen. It was designed as an 
unpalatable fallback, to 
take effect only in case a 
specially established bipar¬ 
tisan congressional super¬ 
committee failed to come 
up with $1 trillion or more in 
savings from government 
programs. 

Obama has not been able 
to find success for his bal¬ 
anced approach of re¬ 
ducing deficits through a 
combination of targeted 
savings and tax increases. 
Obama has proposed clos¬ 
ing tax loopholes that ben¬ 
efit the wealthiest Ameri¬ 
cans and corporations. 


“Unfortunately, it appears 
that Republicans in Con¬ 
gress have decided that 
instead of compromising — 
instead of asking anything 
of the wealthiest Ameri¬ 
cans — they would rather 
let these cuts fall square¬ 
ly on the middle class,” 
Obama said on Saturday, 
in his last weekly radio and 
Internet address before the 
deadline but unlikely to be 
his final word on the sub¬ 
ject. 


Continued on page 2 
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President Barack Obama pauses as he speaks about the sequester, accompanied by emer¬ 
gency responders, a group of workers the White House says could be affected if state and local 
governments lose federal money as a result of budget cuts, Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013, in the South 
Court Auditorium of the Eisenhower Executive Office building on the White House complex in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


Budbet Cuts 

Continued from Front Page 

“We just need Republicans 
in Washington to come 
around,” Obama added. 
“Because we need their 
help to finish the job of 
reducing our deficit in a 
smart way that doesn’t 
hurt our economy or our 
people." 

House Republicans have 
said reduced spending 
needs to be the focus and 
have rejected the presi¬ 
dent’s demand to include 
higher taxes as part of 
a compromise. They say 
legislation passed in early 
January already raises tax¬ 
es on the wealthiest Amer¬ 
icans to generate an esti¬ 
mated $600 billion for the 
Treasury over a decade. 
With Friday's deadline 
nearing, few in fhe U.S. 
capifal were optimistic 
that a realistic compro¬ 
mise could be found. In¬ 
stead of dealing with the 
problem at hand, both 
sides made assigning 
blame for the sequester a 
priority as the clock ticked 
down. 

Democratic Sen. Claire 
McCaskill of Missouri said 
there was little hope to 
dodge the cuts “unless 
the Republicans are willing 
to compromise and do a 
balanced approach.” 

No, it's the Democrats who 
are to blame. Republicans 
countered. 

“The reason there is no 
agreement is because 
there's no leadership from 
the president on actu¬ 
ally recognizing what the 
problem is,” said Oklaho¬ 
ma Republican Sen. Tom 
Coburn. 

If Congress does not step 
in, a top-to-bottom se¬ 
ries of cuts will be spread 
across domestic and de¬ 
fense agencies in a way 
that would fundamentally 
change how government 
serves its people. 

Obama senior adviser 
Dan Pfeiffer told reporters 
that the Republicans are 
“so focused on not giv¬ 
ing the president another 
win” that they will cost 
thousands of jobs. To back 
up their point, the White 
House released state-by- 
state tallies for how many 
dollars and jobs the bud¬ 


get cuts would mean to 
each state. 

And those cuts will hurt. 
The cuts would lead to 
furloughs for hundreds of 
thousands of government 
workers and contractors. 
Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta has said the cuts 
would harm the readi¬ 
ness of U.S. fighting forces. 
Transportation Secretary 
Ray LaHood said travelers 
could see delayed flights. 
Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan said 70,000 fewer 
children from low-income 
families would have ac¬ 
cess to pre-kindergarten 
Head Start early education 
programs. And furloughed 
meat inspectors could 
leave plants idled. 

The White House was ready 
with state-by-state reports 
designed to get hold-out 
lawmakers to compromise 
or face unhappy constitu¬ 
ents. The numbers com¬ 
piled from federal agen¬ 
cies and the White House's 
budget office are based 
only on the $85 billion in 
cuts for this fiscal year, from 
March to September, that 
are set to take effect Fri¬ 
day. 

White House officials said 
Ohio, Republican House 
Speaker John Boehner's 
home state, would be 
hit hard: $25.1 million in 
education spending and 
another $22 million for 
students with disabilities. 
Some 2,500 children from 
low-income families would 
also be removed from 
Head Start programs. 
Officials also said their 
analysis showed Kentucky 
would lose $93,000 in fed¬ 
eral funding for a domestic 
abuse program, meaning 
400 fewer victims being 
served in Senator Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell's 
home state. 

Some governors said the 
budget impasse was just 
the latest crisis in Washing¬ 
ton that is keeping busi¬ 
nesses from hiring and 
undermining the ability of 
state leaders to develop 
their own spending plans. 
“It's senseless and it doesn't 
need to happen,” said 
Maryland’s Democratic 
Gov. Martin O'Malley, dur¬ 
ing the annual meeting 
of the National Governors 
Association this weekend. 
“This really threatens to hurt 
a lot of families in our state 


and kind of flat line our job 
growth for the next several 
months.” 

The budget cuts were all 
but certain to come up 
when Obama dines with 
the governors Sunday eve¬ 
ning at the White House. 
But time is running out and 
hope is waning. 

Sen. John McCain, the 
2008 Republican presiden¬ 
tial nominee, called the 
looming defense cuts “un¬ 
conscionable” and urged 
Obama to call lawmak¬ 
ers to the White House or 
the presidential retreat at 
Camp David, Maryland, for 
a last-minute budget sum¬ 
mit. 

“I won’t put all the blame all 
on the president of the Unit¬ 
ed States. But the president 
leads. The president should 


be calling us over some¬ 
where — Camp David, the 
White House, somewhere 
— and us sitting down and 
trying to avert these cuts,” 
McCain said. 

LaHood, who served as a 
Republican representing 
Illinois in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, urged his 
colleagues to watch “Lin¬ 
coln,” Steven Spielberg’s 
film about President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln's political skills. 
“Everybody around here 
ought to go take a look at 
the ‘Lincoln’ movie, where 
they did very hard things by 
working together, talking 
together and compromis¬ 
ing,” LaHood said. “That’s 
what's needed here.” 

But there are few signs of 
urgency among congres¬ 
sional leaders, who have 


recently indicated their will¬ 
ingness to let the cuts take 
effect and stay in place for 
weeks, if not much longer. 
The sequester cuts, with few 
exceptions, are designed 
to hit all accounts equally. 
The law gives Obama little 
leeway to ease the pain. 
Even if granted flexibility to 
apply the cuts with more 
discretion — a legislative 
step Republicans say they 
might pursue — White 
House officials say that 
would still require severe re¬ 
ductions. 

McCaskill and Coburn ap¬ 
peared on “Fox News Sun¬ 
day.” McCain was inter¬ 
viewed on CNN’s “State of 
the Union." LaHood spoke 
with CNN and NBC's “Meet 
the Press.” Duncan spoke to 
CBS’ “Face the Nation.”□ 


Senate panel plans Tuesday 
vote on Lew nomination 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The chairman of 
the Senate Finance Committee says 
the committee will vote Tuesday on the 
nomination of former White House chief 
of staff Jack Lew to be treasury secre¬ 
tary. 

Democratic Sen. Max Baucus of Mon¬ 
tana says Lew has answered the com¬ 
mittee's questions “in a thorough and 
fully transparent manner" and the com¬ 
mittee has conducted a “thorough re¬ 
view" of the nominee. 


Lew would succeed Timothy Geithner in 
President Barack Obama’s second-term 
Cabinet. 

Some of the toughest questions he 
faced during his confirmation hearing 
dealt with his short time at Citibank. Lew 
was a top executive during the height of 
the financial crisis. 

On policy matters, he addressed Eu¬ 
rope’s debt crisis, U.S.-China rela¬ 
tions and the 2010 financial regulatory 
overhaul. □ 
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Volunteers in Newtown hand-writing thank you notes 


PAT EATON-ROBB 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Some letters come 
from church groups, oth¬ 
ers from parents who have 
lost children of their own. 
One came from a police 
officer who responded to 
the bombing of the federal 
building in Oklahoma City. 
They’re some of the es¬ 
timated 175,000 cards 
and letters of support and 
condolences that have 
poured into Newtown from 
around the world since 
December's massacre at 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, and volunteers are 
working to preserve them 
and say thank you to as 
many senders as they can, 
one handwritten note at a 
time. 

The archiving project is the 
brainchild of resident Yolie 
Moreno, who said she was 
floored to see the trays and 
trays of letters lining the 
walls of the town's munici¬ 
pal building after the mass 
shooting, many containing 
artwork or the thoughts of 
schoolchildren. 

One that particularly 
touched her was a child’s 
watercolor painting, with 
“You don't know how 
strong you are until being 
STRONG is the only option 
you have,” written over it in 
magic marker. 

“It’s incredible, incredible 
stuff,” she said. 

“And I imagine everyone 
who sent something would 
like to know that it was 
held, read, touched, pho¬ 
tographed and shared.” 
With the permission of town 
officials, Moreno and a 
handful of other volunteers 
have begun photograph¬ 
ing as much of it as they 
can. 

“Tray by tray, we’d take the 
letters out of the envelopes 
and photograph them, 
sometimes as a group, 
sometimes single letters, 
and try to motor through as 
much as we could," 
Moreno said. 

“We are trying just to docu¬ 
ment the outpouring from 
around the world.” 

The letters were boxed this 
week and taken to a stor¬ 
age unit, where Moreno 
and her team will continue 
to have access to them. 


Once they are archived, 
the plan is to incinerate all 
of the items and use the 
ashes to help create con¬ 
crete for whatever memo¬ 
rial to the shooting victims 
is built, she said. 

Moreno said it’s not clear 
what will be done with 
the digital photographs. 
She would like to create a 
website where the public 
could view them online. 
“The victims' families, I 
know, many of them are 
not ready to see all this 
stuff yet," she said. 

“A lot of people aren't 
ready. 

But maybe later down the 
road, maybe they will want 
to see it. And the only way 
they would be able to is if 
somebody documented 
it.” 

One side benefit, she said, 
is the group has found 
checks or other gifts in the 
mail that were overlooked 
earlier. Those were handed 
over to the town or chari¬ 
ties to which they are ad¬ 
dressed. 

Meanwhile, another group, 
the Newtown Volunteer 
Task Force, 

has begun answering 
some of that mail. 

The organization, which is 
coordinating all the volun¬ 
teer work being done for 
Newtown, created thank- 
you cards that read in 
part, “Your voice has been 
heard and your caring is 
deeply appreciated.” 
Under that printed mes¬ 
sage, a volunteer includes 
one or two handwritten 
lines to let the recipient 
know that their letter was 
read. 

Volunteers are going 
through letters and picking 
out ones that touch them 
personally, said Robin 
Fitzgerald, a task force or¬ 
ganizer. 

Because the task force has 
no budget, the volunteers 
are asked to bring their 
own stamps. 

“It's another exercise in 
healing for our town, to 
recognize all the love that 
was sent from literally ev¬ 
erywhere,” she said. “So 
we would just like to send 
as much of that back as 
we can.” 

Renee Berger, 60, lives in 
neighboring Monroe and 



In this Friday, Feb. 22, 2013 photo, volunteers in the Newtown Volunteer Task Force write personal¬ 
ized messages back to condolences received around the world in Newtown, Conn. 

Associated Press 


volunteers at the center. 
She says she's answered 
letters from parents and 
grandparents who have 
lost children of their own 
to cancer or some other 
tragedy, and many church 
groups. 

She said one of the most 
touching and emotional 
was from a police officer in 
Oklahoma City, who talk¬ 
ed about responding to 
the bombing at the federal 
building there in 1995, and 
wanted to send his love to 
Newtown’s first responders. 
“We have a box of tissues 
on the table because you 
can’t read these letters 


without reacting,” she said. 
Fitzgerald acknowledged 
the group likely will only 
be able to respond to a 
fraction of the correspon¬ 
dence but said the project 
is open-ended, 
and the more volunteers 
the group gets, the more 
thank-you notes they will 
be able to write. 

One of the thank-you 
cards was sent to Beloit 
High School in Wisconsin, 
where students in Megan 
Miller’s English class had 
each made personal sym¬ 
pathy cards. 

In her thank you note, vol¬ 
unteer Nancy Roznicki 


wrote, “Your colorful cards 
with messages of peace 
and love and your prayers 
help with our healing. All 
‘one of a kind!”’ 

Melissa Badger, as spokes¬ 
woman for the Beloit school 
district, 

said they were amazed 
that someone took the 
time to respond. 

“To find out that yes, they 
were received and ap¬ 
preciated reinforces that 
lesson to these students 
that you can make a dif¬ 
ference, you can maybe 
make things better and the 
effort is definitely worth it,” 
she said. □ 


Gibbs: I was told not to acknowledge 
existence of drone program 


Robert Gibbs, President 
Barack Obama's former 
press secretary, says that 
he was once instructed by 
the White House not to ac¬ 
knowledge the administra¬ 
tion's use of drones. 

“When I went through the 
process of becoming press 
secretary, one of the first 
things they told me was, 
you’re not even to ac¬ 
knowledge the drone pro¬ 
gram,” Gibbs said on MSN¬ 
BC’s “Up With Chris Hayes” 
on Sunday. “You're not 
even to discuss that it ex¬ 
ists.” Or, to paraphrase an 
oft-quoted line from David 
Fincher’s 1999 film “Fight 



Club”: The first rule of the 
drone program is you do 
not talk about the drone 
program. Gibbs, who was 
recently hired by MSNBC 
as a contributor, called 
the proposition “inher¬ 
ently crazy.”“You’re being 


asked a question based on 
reporting of a program that 
exists," Gibbs, who served 
as White House press sec¬ 
retary from 2009 to 2011, 
said. “So you’re the official 
government spokesper¬ 
son acting as if the entire 
program—pay no atten¬ 
tion to the man behind the 
curtain.” Obama’s former 
spokesman said that while 
the administration has re¬ 
cently expressed the need 
to be more transparent 
about its use of drones, 
certain aspects of that 
program are “highly sensi¬ 
tive” and will likely remain 
secret. □ 
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Can escape clause save 
voting rights provision? 



All LOCATED AT THE SOUTH OEACH CEHTRE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm - 1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 



This July 27,2006 file photo shows President George W. Bush signing legislation for a 25 year exten¬ 
sion of the Voting Rights Act on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration 
and civil rights groups are 
defending a key section 
of the landmark voting 
rightslaw at the Supreme 
Court by pointing reformed 
state, county andlocal 
governments to an escape 
hatch from the law's strict¬ 
est provision. 

The Voting Rights Act effec¬ 
tively attacked persistent 
discrimination at the polls 
by keeping close watch, 
when it comes to holding 
elections, on those places 
with a history of prevent¬ 
ing minorities from voting. 
Any changes, from moving 
a polling place to redraw¬ 
ing electoral districts, can't 
take effect without ap¬ 
proval from the Justice De¬ 
partment or federal judges 
in Washington. 

But the Voting Rights Act 
allows governments that 
have changed their ways 
to get out from under this 
humbling need to get per¬ 
mission through a “bail¬ 
out provision." Nearly 250 
counties and local jurisdic¬ 


tions have done so; thou¬ 
sands more could be eligi¬ 
ble based on the absence 
of recent discriminatory ef¬ 
forts in voting. 

The viability of the bailout 
option could play an out- 
sized role in the Supreme 
Court's consideration of 
the voting rights law's 
prior approval provision, 
although four years ago, 
conservative JusticeClar- 
ence Thomas said the pros¬ 
pect of bailing out had 
been “no more than a mi¬ 
rage.” The court will hear 
arguments Wednesday in 
the case, which is among 
the term’s most important, 
in a challenge from Shelby 
County, Ala. 

Opponents of the law 
say they no longer should 
be forced to live under 
oversight from Washing¬ 
ton because the coun¬ 
try has made enormous 
racial progress, demon¬ 
strated most recently by 
the re-election of Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama. They 
object in particular to the 
40-year-old formula by 
which some jurisdictions, 
most in the Deep South, 


are swept under the law 
and others remain outside 
it. The administration and 
its allies acknowledge that 
there has been progress. 
But they say minority vot¬ 
ers still need the protection 
the law affords from efforts 
to reduce their influence 
at the polls. Last year, fed¬ 
eral judges in two separate 


cases blocked Texas from 
putting in place a voter 
identification law and con¬ 
gressional redistricting plan 
because they discriminat¬ 
ed against black and His¬ 
panic residents. 

Obama himself talked 
about the case in a radio 
interview last week. He told 
SiriusXM host Joe Madison 
that if the law were stripped 
of its advance approval 
provision, “it would be hard 
for us to catch those things 
up front to make sure that 
elections are done in an 
equitable way.” 

Also, the law’s defend¬ 
ers say places that have 
changed their ways can 
win release from having 
to get Washington’s bless¬ 
ing for election changes. 
Governments seeking to 
exit have to show that they 
and the smaller jurisdictions 
within their borders have 
had a clean record, no 
evidence of discrimination 
in voting, for the past 10 
years. 

Shelby County has never 
asked to be freed from the 


law, but would seem to be 
ineligible because one city 
in the county, Calera, de¬ 
fied the voting rights law 
and prompted intervention 
by the Bush Justice Depart¬ 
ment. 

Yet places with a long, 
well-known history of dis¬ 
crimination probably could 
find their way out from un¬ 
der federal monitoring, 
according to a prominent 
voting rights lawyer who 
used to work for the Justice 
Department. 

“Birmingham, Ala., where 
they used to use fire hoses 
on people, may well be 
eligible to bail out,” said 
the lawyer, Gerry Hebert. 
Birmingham officials said 
they’ve never considered 
asking. 

The Supreme Court made 
clear its skepticism about 
the ongoing need for the 
law when it heard a similar 
case in 2009. “Past success 
alone, however, is not ade¬ 
quate justification to retain 
the preclearance require¬ 
ments,” Chief Justice John 
Roberts said for the court. 
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2nd blizzard bearing down on Plains region 
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Associated Press 
DODGE CITY, Kan. (AP) 

— A second major winter 
storm was bearing down 
on the central Plains Sun¬ 
day, forcing cancellations 
and sending public works 
crews scrambling for salt 
and sand supplies less than 
a week after another sys¬ 
tem dumped more than 
afoot of snow on parts of 
the region. 

National Weather Ser¬ 
vice officials in Kansas is¬ 
sued blizzard warnings and 
watches through late Mon¬ 
day ahead of the strong 
storm system that’s pack¬ 
ing snow and high winds. 
The storm has been track¬ 
ing across western Texas 
toward Oklahoma, Kansas 
andMissouri. 

“We're expecting more 
wind with this storm,” 
said Jeff Johnson, me¬ 
teorologist with the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service in 
Dodge City, Kan. “Snow 
amounts are varying, but 
we could see upward of 
a foot across south-central 
Kansas with lesser amounts 
across west-central and 
central Kansas.” 

Kansas Gov. Sam Brown- 
back amended the state 
of emergency declaration 
he signed last week to in¬ 
clude the new storm. 

“This storm has the poten¬ 
tial to be more dangerous 
than last week’s storm,” 
said Brownback, who held 
a briefing Sunday night 
along with emergency offi¬ 
cials in his state to warn res¬ 
idents about the weather. 
He urged motorists to “stay 
off the road unless it's ab¬ 
solutely critical” but said 
drivers who must travel 
should pack their charged 
cellphones and emergen¬ 
cy kits containing food, 
water, blankets, road flares 
and shovels. 

The region was hit by a 
massive storm last week 
that dumped a foot of 
snow in some sections, 
closed airports and caused 
numerous accidents. 

“It would have been nice 
if we'd had a few days to 
recover, to do some equip¬ 
ment rehab," Joe Pajor, 
deputy director of pub¬ 
lic works in Wichita, Kan., 
told The Wichita Eagle. The 
city saw its second-highest 


snowfall ever Thursday with 
14.2 inches. 

Other totals from the Thurs¬ 
day snowstorm included 
18 inches in the southern 
Kansas town of Zenda, 17 
inches in Hays, Kan., about 
13 inches in northeast Mis¬ 
souri and 12 inches of snow 
in parts ofKansas City. 
Steve Corfidi, meteo¬ 
rologist with the National 
Weather Service’s Storm 
Prediction Center in Nor¬ 
man, Okla., said the storm 
also will affect southern 
states and could spawn 
tornadoes Tuesday in Loui¬ 
siana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
the Florida Panhandle and 
Georgia. 

“It definitely will be one of 
the more significant events 
of the season, the winter 
season, absolutely,” Corfidi 
told The Associated Press. 
“Both in winter weather 
and severe weather po¬ 
tential, and rain, down 
in the southeast United 
States." 

More than a foot of snow 
is possible from the Texas 
Panhandle, across the 
Oklahoma Panhandle and 
into Kansas and possibly 
Missouri as the storm moves 
eastward from the south¬ 
western United States. 
While snowfall is expected 
to taper off by Monday 
afternoon, wind gusts of 
up to 35 mph will remain 
a hazard, said Sarah John¬ 
son, a meteorologist in the 
National Weather Service’s 
Amarillo, Texas, office. 

Pajor told the Wichita 
newspaper the new storm 
“looks worse than the last 
one” and that sand and 
salt supplies are low be¬ 
cause of last week's record 
storm, as are the number 
of locations where snow 
can be transported off city 
streets. 

He said the plowing strat¬ 
egy for the new blizzard 
may have to involve plow¬ 
ing snow into the center of 
arterial streets, and cutting 
traffic to one lane each di¬ 
rection. 

He also said streets won't 
be treated with the city's 
limited sand and salt sup¬ 
plies until the snow ends 
and plowing is underway. 
The threat of the pending 
storm forced cancella¬ 
tions Sunday and Monday 


in Kansas and Missouri, in¬ 
cluding the championship 
basketball tournament for 
the Kansas Collegiate Ath¬ 
letic Association, which re¬ 
scheduled the tournament 
for Tuesday in Park City, 
Kan. 

Matt Lehenbauer, emer¬ 
gency management di¬ 


rector for Woodward 
County, Okla., said he ex¬ 
pected rain or snow to be¬ 
gin there Sunday evening 
and forecast up to a foot 
of snow and wind gusts up 
to 50 miles per hour. 

“We're expecting white- 
out conditions,” he told the 
AP.Q 
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Defense: NY cop a cannibal only in online fantasy 
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This Oct. 25, 2012 file photo shows a passage of a Federal com¬ 
plaint filed in New York, against New York City Police Depart¬ 
ment officer Gilberto Valle. Valle is accused of kidnapping 
conspiracy and admits to thinking about abducting, cooking 
and devouring young women. His own lawyer has shown pro¬ 
spective jurors a kinky staged photo of a woman trussed up in 
a roasting pan to test their tolerance for the officer's “weird pro¬ 
clivities.” 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gilberto 
Valle’s mind is full of sick 
thoughts — and he wants 


a jury to know it. 

The New York City police 
officer accused of kidnap¬ 
ping conspiracy admits to 
thinking about abducting, 


cooking and devouring 
young women. His own 
lawyer has shown prospec¬ 
tive jurors a kinky staged 
photo of a woman trussed 
up in a roasting pan to test 
their tolerance for the offi¬ 
cer’s “weird proclivities." 
The baby-faced tabloid 
sensation known as the 
“Cannibal Cop” is even ex¬ 
pected to take the stand 
to make the case that it 
was all fantasy, that his on¬ 
line chats were so offen¬ 
sive, so over-the-top that 
they couldn't possibly be 
taken seriously. 

If jurors were to believe 
that the countless people 
who visit fetish chat rooms 
were real cannibals, then 
where’s the horrific feed¬ 
ing frenzy? 

It’s a gambit that will begin 
to play out Monday with 
opening statements in one 
of the city’s most bizarre 
federal court cases in re¬ 
cent memory. 

Valle, a 28-year-old col¬ 
lege graduate and father, 
was just another NYPD pa¬ 
trolman until late last year, 
when he was charged 
with conspiring to kidnap a 
woman and unauthorized 
use of a law enforcement 
database. 

Beyond the tabloid head¬ 
lines that blared “Finest 
Young Cannibal” and 
“Cook 'em Danno,” the 
accusations were startling 
and serious: The FBI, fol¬ 
lowing a tip from Valle’s 
estranged wife, unearthed 
an alleged plot to cook 
and eat dozens of women, 
all graphically detailed in 
a trail of emails, computer 
files and instant messages. 
A conviction on the kid¬ 
napping count carries a 
possible life sentence. 

“I'm planning on getting 
me some girl meat,” he al¬ 
legedly wrote in one chat 
room. “It’s this November, 
for Thanksgiving. ... She’s 


not a volunteer. She has to 
be abducted.” 

Another purported target 
was an 18-year-old high 
school student who Valle 
wrote was “the most de¬ 
sirable piece of meat I’ve 
ever met” and was small 
enough to fit in his oven. 

A criminal complaint 
claimed that Valle had 
created a computer file 
cataloging at least 100 
women with their names, 
addresses and photos. 
And it accused him of il¬ 
legally culling some of the 
information from the re¬ 
stricted law enforcement 
database, and doing sur¬ 
veillance on some of his 
potential victims. 

A New Jersey man also was 
charged with scheming 
with Valle to kidnap, rape 
and murder a Manhattan 
woman and is awaiting tri¬ 
al. He too says he intended 
no harm. 

At a bail hearing, prosecu¬ 
tors insisted Valle was a 
would-be killer who should 
be jailed without bail. 

A judge agreed, calling 
the charges “profoundly 
disturbing” and “the most 
depraved, most danger¬ 
ous conduct that can be 
imagined.” 

Rather than deny the de¬ 
pravity, Valle's defense 
attorney Julia Gatto imme¬ 
diately began mounting a 
defense to highlight it, to 
drive home the argument 
that Valle’s only appetite 
was for fantasies. 

“The government’s case is 
nothing more than a hard 
drive full of disturbing, sexu¬ 
ally deviant talk between 
my client and other men 
who share his, albeit weird, 
proclivities," she said. 

The defense has been bol¬ 
stered by pretrial rulings 
that will allow Valle's law¬ 
yers to call expert witness¬ 
es expected to give jurors 
a tutorial on online sexual 


deviance and fetishes of¬ 
ten called “vore,” short for 
carnivore. 

A clinical sexologist will tes¬ 
tify about sexually explicit 
websites that “resemble 
improvisational theater," 
court papers say. “The style 
is to maintain the repartee, 
regardless of how implau¬ 
sible, ridiculous or even im¬ 
possible the conversations 
get.” 

A forensic psychiatrist and 
criminologist who exam¬ 
ined Valle and contends 
most men “who have sexu¬ 
ally sadistic fantasies... en¬ 
gage in no harmful actions 
toward others,” the papers 
say. 

The witness found that 
Valle has no serious mental 
illness or personality disor¬ 
ders related to violence. 
Instead, he says, the de¬ 
fendant has recurring fan¬ 
tasies of sexual sadism — a 
condition known as para¬ 
philia. 

The jury also will be shown 
the videotaped testimony 
of a Moscow man who 
created darkfetishnet. 
com. He’s expected to 
testify that he modeled his 
website after Facebook 
so those with similar sexual 
fantasies could share their 
interests. 

The site claims more than 
38,000 members and cau¬ 
tions that it “is for all fanta¬ 
sies, not real death.” 

A 38-year-old member 
from the United States says 
in his profile that he en¬ 
joys “the thought of tortur¬ 
ing girls in the most horrific 
ways. 

I’ve been a freak since my 
early teens and I don't see 
this changing." 

During jury selection, the 
defense quizzed candi¬ 
dates on whether they 
have a bias against peo¬ 
ple who frequent websites 
depicting sadomasochistic 
behavior. □ 
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Afghanistan presidential spokesman Aimal Faizi speaks during 
a press conference in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, Feb. 24, 
2013. Afghanistan’s president says all U.S. special forces must 
leave eastern Wardak province within two weeks because of 
allegations that Afghans working with them are torturing and 
abusing other Afghans. 

Associated Press 


Afghan 

Continued from page 1 


Also Sunday, a series of at¬ 
tacks in eastern Afghani¬ 
stan showed insurgents 
remain on the offensive 
even as U.S. and other in¬ 
ternational forces prepare 
to end their combat mis¬ 
sion by the end of 2014. 
Suicide bombers targeted 
Afghanistan’s intelligence 
agency and other security 
forces in four coordinated 
attacks in the heart of Ka¬ 
bul and outlying areas in a 
bloody reminder of the in¬ 
surgency’s reach nearly 12 
years into the war. 
Presidential spokesman 
Aimal Faizi said the deci¬ 
sion to order the American 
special forces to leave 
Wardak province was tak¬ 
en during a meeting of the 
National Security Council 
because of the alleged 
actions of Afghans who 
are considered linked to 
the U.S. special forces. 

He said all special forces 
operations were to cease 
immediately in the restive 
province next to Kabul, 
which is viewed as a gate¬ 
way to the capital and has 
been the focus of counter¬ 
insurgency efforts in recent 
years. 

The Taliban have staged 


numerous attacks against 
U.S.-led coalition forces 
in the province. In August 
2011, insurgents shot down 
a Chinook helicopter, kill¬ 
ing 30 American troops, 
mostly elite Navy SEALs, in 
Wardak. The crash was the 
single deadliest loss for U.S. 
forces in the war. 

Afghan forces have taken 
the lead in many such spe¬ 
cial operations, especially 
so-called night raids. 

“Those Afghans in these 
armed groups who are 
working with the U.S. spe¬ 
cial forces, the defense 
minister asked for an expla¬ 
nation of who they are,” 
Faizi said. “Those individuals 
should be handed over to 
the Afghan side so that we 
can further investigate.” 

A statement the security 
council issued in English 
said the armed individuals 
have allegedly been “ha¬ 
rassing, annoying, torturing 
and even murdering inno¬ 
cent people.” 

Ceasing all such opera¬ 
tions could have a nega¬ 
tive impact on the coali¬ 
tion’s campaign to go 
after Taliban leaders and 
commanders, who are usu¬ 
ally the target of such op¬ 
erations. 

Faizi said the issue had al¬ 
ready been brought up 
with the coalition. 

The U.S. statement said 


only that the announce¬ 
ment was “an important is¬ 
sue that we intend to fully 
discuss with our Afghan 
counterparts. But until we 
have had a chance to 
speak with senior Govern¬ 
ment of the Islamic Repub¬ 
lic of Afghanistan officials 
about this issue, we are not 
in a position to comment 
further.” 

The brazen assaults, which 
occurred within a three- 
hour timespan, were the 
latest to strike Afghan 
forces, who have suffered 
higher casualties this year 
as U.S. and other foreign 
troops gradually take a 
back seat and shift respon¬ 
sibility for security to the 
government. 

The deadliest attack oc¬ 
curred just after sunrise — a 
suicide car bombing at the 
gate of the National Di¬ 
rectorate of Security com¬ 
pound in Jalalabad, 125 
kilometers (78 miles) east of 
Kabul. 

Guards shot and killed the 
driver but he managed to 
detonate the explosives- 
packed vehicle, killing two 
intelligence agents and 
wounding three others, ac¬ 
cording to a statement by 
the intelligence agency. 
Provincial government 
spokesman Ahmad Zia Ab- 
dulzai confirmed the casu¬ 
alty toll and said the build¬ 


ing was damaged in the 
attack. 

A guard also shot and killed 
a man in an SUV filled with 
dynamite that was target¬ 
ing an NDS building on a 
busy street in Kabul, not 
far from NATO headquar¬ 
ters. The explosives in the 
back of the vehicle were 
defused. Blood stained 
the driver's seat and the 
ground where security forc¬ 
es dragged out the would- 
be attacker. 

Shortly before the Jalala¬ 
bad attack, a suicide at¬ 
tacker detonated a mini¬ 


van full of explosives at a 
police checkpoint in Pul-i- 
Alam on the main highway 
between Kabul and Logar 
province. One policeman 
was killed and two others 
were wounded, along with 
a bystander, according to 
the NDS. 

Also in Logar province, 
which is due south of Kabul, 
a man wearing a suicide 
vest was stopped by police 
as he tried to force his way 
into the police headquar¬ 
ters for Baraki Barak district, 
said Din Mohammad Dar- 
wesh, □ 
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U.S. moves to salvage Syrian opposition talks 


MAnHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) —The U.S. is 
frantically trying to salvage 
a Syrian opposition confer¬ 
ence that John Kerry plans 
to attend this week during 
his first official overseas trip 
as U.S. secretary of state. 

A senior Obama adminis¬ 
tration official said Sunday 
that Kerry has sent his top 
Syrian envoy to Cairo in 
hopes of convincing op¬ 
position leaders that their 
participation in the confer¬ 
ence in Rome is critical to 
addressing questions from 
potential donors and se¬ 
curing additional aid from 
the United States and Eu¬ 
rope. 

Some members of the 
sharply divided Syrian Op¬ 
position Council are threat¬ 
ening to boycott Wednes¬ 
day’s meeting, 
which is the centerpiece 
of Kerry's nine-nation tour 
of Europe and the Middle 
East. 

According to the official, 
U.S. envoy Robert Ford 
will say that the confer¬ 
ence is a chance for foes 
of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad to make their case 
for new and enhanced aid 
— and get to know Amer¬ 
ica's new chief diplomat, 
who has said he wants to 
propose new ideas to pres¬ 
sure Assad into leave pow¬ 
er. 

The official was not autho¬ 
rized to discuss sensitive 
diplomatic matters public¬ 
ly and spoke only on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. 

If the meeting with Kerry 
were to be postponed, 
the official said the delay 
would likely hurt chances 
for short-term boosts in U.S. 
aid or shifts in Syria policy, 
which is now focused on 
providing non-lethal and 
humanitarian assistance to 
the opposition. 



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, center, visits with the traveling media aboard a plane en route to London on his inaugural trip as 
secretary on Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013. 

Associated Press 


The U.S. is concerned that 
the same kind of infighting 
that doomed the Syrian 
National Council may be 
hindering the SOC, the of¬ 
ficial said. 

In addition to Ford’s trip to 
Cairo, the top U.S. diplo¬ 
mat for the Mideast, Eliza¬ 
beth Jones, planned to 
head to Rome on Monday 
to add her voice to the 
argument to opposition 
members there. 

Kerry is on a self-described 
“listening tour” of Europe 
and the Mideast, chiefly 
focused on ending the cri¬ 
sis in Syria. 

The former Democratic 
senator from Massachu¬ 
setts has said he wants to 
discuss fresh proposals to 
ratchet up the pressure on 
Assad and make way for a 
democratic transition. Vio¬ 
lence in Syria has killed at 
least 70,000 people. 

Kerry has not elaborated 


on those plans, but there 
is internal debate in the 
Obama administration 
about stepping up aid to 
the rebels, perhaps to in¬ 
clude lethal military assis¬ 
tance. 

Key to increasing pressure 
on Assad will be Russia, 
which has staunchly re¬ 
sisted efforts to push Assad 
out, to the increasing an¬ 
ger and frustration of the 
United States and its allies 
in Europe and the Middle 
East. 

Kerry will meet Russian For¬ 
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
on the second stop of his 
trip, in Berlin on Tuesday, 
and hopes to get a better 
idea of what Moscow may 
be willing to support. How- 
ever, two officials traveling 
with Kerry said they did not 
expect any breakthroughs 
in the German capital. 

In London, his first stop, 
Kerry was expected to be 


asked by the British about 
the administration’s views 
on Britain’s dispute with Ar¬ 
gentina over the Falkland 
Islands. London is looking 
to Washington to support 
a referendum next month 
on the islands' future. Resi¬ 
dents are expected to 
vote widely in favor of re¬ 
maining part of Britain. 
Senior officials traveling 
with Kerry would not dis¬ 
cuss possible outcomes or 
the vote, and the U.S. po¬ 
sition remains that it is up 
to Britain and Argentina to 
work out a resolution. Ar¬ 
gentina claims the islands 
as the Islas Malvinas. 

Britain asserted control of 
the South Atlantic islands 
by placing a naval garrison 
there in 1833. 

Britain and Argentina 
fought a brief war in 1982 
after Argentina invaded 
the islands. More than 900 
people died, most of them 


Argentines. 

After Britain and Germany, 
Kerry’s 10-day trip will take 
him to France, Italy, Turkey, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Qatar. 

In addition to Syria, he will 
focus on conflicts in Mali 
and Afghanistan, and on 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

In Germany, Kerry will dis¬ 
cuss trans-Atlantic issues 
with German youth in Ber¬ 
lin, where he spent time 
as a child as the son of an 
American diplomat posted 
to the divided Cold War 
city. 

In Paris, Kerry plans to dis¬ 
cuss France's intervention 
in Mali. 

Despite the numerous Mid¬ 
dle East stops, Kerry will not 
travel to Israel or the Pales¬ 
tinian territories. He will wait 
to visit them when he ac¬ 
companies Obama there 
in March. □ 
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Raul Castro gets new term, says it will be last 



Cuba’s President Raul Castro, right, and brother Fidel Castro at¬ 
tend the opening session of the National Assemby in Havana, 
Cuba, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2012. 

Associated Press 


PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Raul Cas¬ 
tro announced Sunday 
that he will step down as 
Cuba’s president in 2018 
following a final five-year 
term, for the first time put¬ 
ting a date on the end of 
the Castro era. He tapped 
rising star Miguel Diaz-Canel 
as his top lieutenant and 
first in the line of succession. 
The 81-year-old Castro also 
said he hopes to establish 
two-term limits and age 
caps for political offices in¬ 
cluding the presidency — 
an astonishing prospect for 
a nation led by Castro or 
his older brother Fidel since 
the 1959 revolution. 

The 52-year-old Diaz-Ca- 
nel is now a heartbeat 
from the presidency and 
has risen higher than any 
other Cuban official who 
didn’t directly participate 
in the heady days of the 
revolution.“This will be my 
last term,” Castro said, his 
voice firm. 

In his 35-minute speech, 
Castro hinted at other 
changes to the constitu¬ 
tion, some so dramatic that 
they will have to be rati¬ 
fied by the Cuban people 
in a referendum. Still, he 
scotched any idea that the 
country would soon aban¬ 
don socialism, saying he 


had not assumed the presi¬ 
dency in order to destroy 
Cuba's system. 

“I was not chosen to be 
president to restore capi¬ 
talism to Cuba,” he said. 
“I was elected to defend, 
maintain and continue to 
perfect socialism, not de¬ 
stroy it." Castro fueled inter¬ 
est in Sunday's legislative 
gathering after mention¬ 
ing on Friday his possible 
retirement and suggesting 
lightheartedly that he had 
plans to resign at some 
point.lt’s now clear that 
he was dead serious when 
he promised that Sunday’s 
speech would have fire¬ 
works, and would touch on 
his future in leadership. 
Cuba is at a moment of 
“historic transcendence,” 
Castro told lawmakers in 
speaking of his decision to 
name Diaz-Canel to the 
No. 2 job, replacing the 
81-year-old Jose Ramon 
Machado Ventura, who 
fought with the Castros in 
the Sierra Maestro. 

Castro said that Diaz-Ca- 
nel’s promotion “repre¬ 
sents a definitive step in the 
configuration of the future 
leadership of the nation 
through the gradual and 
orderly transfer of key roles 
to new generations.” 

Since taking over from Fi¬ 
del in 2006, Castro has in¬ 


stituted a slate of impor¬ 
tant economic and social 
changes, expanding pri¬ 
vate enterprise, legalizing 
a real estate market and 
relaxing hated travel re- 
strictions.Still, the country 
remains ruled by the Com¬ 
munist Party and any op¬ 
position to it lacks legal 
recognition.Castro has 
mentioned term limits be¬ 
fore, but he has never said 
specifically when he would 
step down, and the con¬ 
cept has yet to be codi¬ 
fied into Cuban law.lt he 
keeps his word, Castro will 
leave office no later than 
2018. Cuban-American 
exiles in the United States 
have waited decades for 
the end of the Castro era, 
although they will likely be 
dismayed if it ends on the 
brothers’ terms. 
Nevertheless, the promise of 
a change at the top could 
have deep significance for 
U.S.-Cuba ties. The wording 
of Washington's 51-year 
economic embargo on the 
island specifies that it can¬ 
not be lifted while a Castro 
is in charge. 

Fidel Castro is 86 and re¬ 
tired, and has appeared 
increasingly frail in recent 
months. He made a sur¬ 
prise appearance at Sun¬ 
day’s gathering, receiv¬ 
ing a thunderous ovation 


from lawmakers.Some 
analysts have speculated 
that the Castros would 
push a younger mem¬ 
ber of their family into a 
top job, but there was no 
hint of that Sunday.While 
few things are ever clear 
in Cuba's hermetically 
sealed news environment, 
rumblings that Diaz-Canel, 
an electrical engineer by 
training and ex-minister of 
higher education, might be 
in line for a senior post have 
grown.In recent weeks, 
he has frequently been 
featured on state televi¬ 
sion news broadcasts in an 
apparent attempt to raise 


his profile.He also traveled 
to Venezuela in January for 
the symbolic inauguration 
of Hugo Chavez, a key Cu¬ 
ban ally who had been re¬ 
elected president but was 
too ill to be sworn in. 
Lawmakers also named to 
the ruling Council of State 
Jose Ramon Machado 
Ventura, Castro's previous 
first vice president; comp¬ 
troller general Gladys Bejer- 
ano; second Vice President 
Ramiro Valdes; Havana 
Communist Party secretary 
Lazara Mercedes Lopez 
Acea; and Salvador Val¬ 
des Mesa, head of Cuba's 
labor union. □ 
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Prisoner’s death stokes fears of third uprising 



An Israeli soldier takes aim during clashes in the West Bank city of Hebron, following the death of 
Arafat Jaradat, a Palestinian prisoner held in an Israeli jail, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013. 

Associated Press 


KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) 
— The mysterious death of 
a 30-year-old Palestinian 
gas station attendant in Is¬ 
raeli custody stoked new 
West Bank clashes Sunday, 
along with Israeli fears of a 
third Palestinian uprising. 

A senior Palestinian official 
alleged that Arafat Jara¬ 
dat was tortured by Israel’s 
Shin Bet security service, 
citing an autopsy he said 
revealed bruising and two 
broken ribs. 

Israel's Health Ministry said 
the autopsy did not conclu¬ 
sively determine the cause 
of death, but that the bruis¬ 
ing and broken ribs were 
likely the result of attempts 
to revive the detainee. 
Jaradat’s death came at 
a time of rising West Bank 
tensions, including sev¬ 
eral days of Palestinian 
marches in support of four 
hunger-striking prisoners in 
Israeli lockups. In all, Israel 
holds nearly 4,600 Palestin¬ 
ians, including dozens who 
have never been formally 
charged. 

Frozen Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks, the recent re- 
election of Israeli hard-line 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu, a Palestinian cash 
crisis and the Palestinians’ 
sense of being abandoned 
by the Arab world seem to 
have created fertile ground 
for a third Palestinian revolt. 
Over the weekend, Israel’s 
army chief convened se¬ 
nior commanders to discuss 


the growing unrest. 
Jaradat’s death “is liable to 
become the opening shot” 
in a third uprising, Israeli 
military commentator Alex 
Fishman wrote in the Ye- 
diot Ahronot daily Sunday, 
arguing that the “Palestin¬ 
ian street has been boiling 
with anger for a number of 
weeks now." 

However, Israeli officials 
have previously expressed 
concern about a new up¬ 
rising, only to see bursts of 
Palestinian protests fizzle. 
The first uprising, marked 
by stone-throwing protests 
and commercial strikes, 
erupted in the late 1980s 
and led to Israeli-Palestin¬ 
ian negotiations. The sec¬ 
ond uprising broke out in 


2000, after failed talks on 
a final peace deal, and it 
was far deadlier, with Israel 
reoccupying the West Bank 
after bombings and shoot¬ 
ings. 

In recent years, the West 
Bank has been relatively 
calm. Despite recent ten¬ 
sions, the Palestinian self- 
rule government has not 
broken off security coor¬ 
dination with Israel in their 
joint campaign against Is¬ 
lamic militants. 

Palestinian activists also say 
they learned from the mis¬ 
takes of the armed revolt a 
decade ago and are turn¬ 
ing to more creative pro¬ 
tests against Israel's 45-year 
rule over lands they want 
for a future state. 

Former Palestinian security 
chief Jibril Rajoub, speak¬ 
ing in Hebrew on Israel Ra¬ 
dio, tried to reassure Israelis, 
declaring Sunday “on be¬ 
half of the entire Palestinian 
leadership that there is no 
plan to lead to bloodshed.” 
Jaradat, a father of two 
from the West Bank village 
of Saeer, died in Megiddo 
Prison in northern Israel on 


Saturday, six days after his 
arrest on suspicion of stone 
throwing. 

Jaradat's attorney, Kamil 
Sabbagh, said his client 
told an Israeli military judge 
Thursday during a hearing 
that he was being forced 
to sit for long periods dur¬ 
ing interrogation. The de¬ 
tainee also complained 
of back pain and seemed 
terrified to return to the Shin 
Bet lockup, although he 
did not have any appar¬ 
ent signs of physical abuse, 
Sabbagh said. 

After the court hearing, the 
judge ordered Jaradat to 
be examined by a prison 
doctor. 

The Shin Bet said that during 
interrogation, Jaradat was 
examined several times by 
a doctor who detected no 
health problems. On Satur¬ 
day, he was in his cell and 
felt unwell after lunch, the 
agency said. 

“Rescue services and a 
doctor were alerted and 
treated him," the state¬ 
ment said. But “they didn’t 
succeed in saving his life.” 
On Sunday, Israel’s foren¬ 


sics institute performed an 
autopsy attended by a 
physician from the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority. 

After being briefed by the 
Palestinian physician, Issa 
Karake, the Palestinian min¬ 
ister of prisoner affairs, told 
a news conference late 
Sunday that Jaradat had 
suffered two broken ribs on 
the right side of his chest. 
The autopsy also showed 
bruises on Jaradat's back 
and chest. 

Israeli officials initially said 
Jaradat apparently died of 
a heart attack, but Karake 
said the Palestinian physi¬ 
cian told him there was no 
evidence of that. 

Jaradat “faced harsh tor¬ 
ture, leading to his immedi¬ 
ate, direct death. Israel is 
fully responsible for his kill¬ 
ing,” Karake said. 

Israel's Health Ministry said 
Jaradat did not suffer from 
disease and that it was not 
possible yet to determine 
his cause of death conclu¬ 
sively. 

The Israeli human rights 
group B’Tselem said the 
Shin Bet routinely holds de¬ 
tainees in isolation for ex¬ 
tended periods during in¬ 
terrogation, keeping them 
in cells where the lights are 
never turned off. 

Citing prisoner affidavits, 
B'Tselem spokeswoman 
Sarit Michaeli said physical 
mistreatment has dropped 
sharply in recent years but 
has not disappeared. 
Detainees have filed some 
700 complaints about 
mistreatment by Shin Bet 
agents in the past decade, 
but none has led to a crimi¬ 
nal investigation, she said. 

In the West Bank, mean¬ 
while, Palestinians protest¬ 
ing Jaradat's death threw 
stones at Israeli troops in 
several locations Sunday, 
including the city of Hebron 
and at a checkpoint near 
the military’s Ofer prison.□ 
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Pistorius’ brother facing culpable homicide charge 



In this Feb. 19, 2013 file photo, Carl Pistorius, right, and Henke 
Pistorius, the brother and father of Olympic athlete Oscar Pis¬ 
torius, charged with the shooting death of his girlfriend attend 
Oscar's bail hearing at the magistrate court in Pretoria, South 
Africa. 

Associated Press 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

The family lawyer of Oscar 
Pistorius said on Sunday 
that the double amputee 
athlete’s brother is facing a 
culpable homicide charge 
for a 2010 road death. 
Lawyer Kenny Oldwage 
would not confirm details 
of the case Carl Pistorius is 
facing, but Sunday's de¬ 
velopment compounded 
problems for the family af¬ 
ter Oscar was charged with 
premeditated murder in 
the Feb. 14 shooting death 
of girlfriend Reeva Steen- 
kamp. 

Carl Pistorius was allegedly 
involved in a crash with a 
woman motorcyclist and 
he was supposed to be in 
court last Thursday, as his 
brother Oscar was facing a 
bail hearing, according to 
local media reports. 

Oscar Pistorius was re¬ 
leased on bail Friday and 
his brother Carl was seen 


driving into the home of 
their uncle Arnold early 
Sunday in Waterkloof, a 
wealthy suburb of Pretoria, 
the nation’s capital, where 
Oscar is now staying. 

The problems surrounding 
his older brother Carl are 
the latest twist in a case 
that has transfixed South 
Africa and much of the 
world. Sunday’s revelation 
of the culpable homicide 
charge immediately cre¬ 
ated a stir. 

“It’s also doubly sad be¬ 
cause it’s involved with Os¬ 
car and his brother and all 
the family — so they have 
double sort of trouble. So, 
not good,” said Johannes¬ 
burg resident Jim Plester. 
Oscar Pistorius was charged 
with premeditated murder, 
but the athlete says he 
killed his girlfriend acciden¬ 
tally, opening fire after mis¬ 
taking her for an intruder in 
his home. 

The Pistorius family has yet 
to react to the accusations 


that Carl is facing. 

On Saturday, the family 
took steps to lower its pro¬ 
file on social media after 
someone hacked into the 
Twitter account of Carl. 
They cancelled all the so¬ 
cial media sites for both Os¬ 
car's brother and his sister 
Aimee. 

Carl has always been close 
to Oscar but was a notable 
absent when their uncle 
Arnold, flanked by Oscar's 
sister Aimee, read out a first 
reaction to the shooting on 
Feb. 17, even though he 
was also on the premises. 
The three-story house 
where Pistorius is staying 
with his aunt and uncle 
lies on a hill with a sweep¬ 
ing view of Pretoria. It has 
a large swimming pool and 
an immaculate garden. 
Pistorius was born without 
fibula bones due to a con¬ 
genital defect and his legs 
were amputated when he 
was 11 months old. He has 
run on carbon-fiber blades 


and was originally banned 
from competing against 
able-bodied peers be¬ 
cause many argued that 
his blades gave him an 
unfair advantage. He was 
later cleared to compete. 


He is a multiple Paralympic 
medalist, but he failed to 
win a medal at the London 
Olympics, where he ran in 
the 400 meter race and on 
South Africa’s 4x400 relay 
team.Q 


Zimbabwe says it has found funds for a referendum 


ANGUS SHAW 
Associated Press 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) 

— Zimbabwe's broke coali¬ 
tion government says it has 
raised enough money pri¬ 
vately to pay for a referen¬ 
dum on a new constitution 
scheduled March 16. 
Justice Minister Patrick 
Chinamasa said the vote, 
just three weeks away, “will 
not be stopped because of 


lack of money,” the state 
Sunday Mail newspaper 
reported. Chinamasa said 
the financing was “sourced 
locally" from commercial 
and business interests af¬ 
ter the United Nations and 
possible outside donors 
weren’t given enough time 
to contribute. The referen¬ 
dum date was announced 
a week ago. 

The state election commis¬ 


sion says it needs $85 million 
for the vote ahead of na¬ 
tional elections later in the 
year to end the nation's 
shaky coalition between 
President Robert Mugabe 
and the former opposition 
formed after the violent 
and disputed elections in 
2008. 

All coalition leaders have 
called for a ‘Yes' vote on 
the new constitution. 


Finance Minister Tendai 
Biti said the United Nations 
cited bureaucratic proce¬ 
dures preventing it from 
providing referendum mon¬ 
ey, adding “we submitted 
our budgets a bit late,” the 
Sunday Mail reported. 

“I think they are going to 
fund the actual election 
but this time (for the refer¬ 
endum) we are going it 
alone,” the paper quoted 


Biti saying. Biti is the third 
ranking official in Prime Min¬ 
ister Morgan Tsvangirai's 
party. Presidential and par¬ 
liamentary elections are ex¬ 
pected to be held around 
July.Rights and democracy 
groups have called for a 
postponement of the refer¬ 
endum to give voters more 
time to study the 160-page 
draft constitution first pub¬ 
lished last Monday.Q 
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First female S. Korean president faces N. Korea crisis 



In this Feb. 22, 2013 photo. South Korean President-elect Park Geun-hye, left, listens to Deputy 
commander. Republic of Korea-U.S. Combined Forces Command Gen. Kwon Oh-sung during 
her visit at the Combined Forces Command in Seoul, South Korea. 

Associated Press 


FOSTER KLUG 
HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

Park Geun-hye became 
South Korea’s first female 
president Monday, re¬ 
turning to the presidential 
mansion where she grew 
up with her dictator father. 
Park’s last stint in the Blue 
House was bookended 
by tragedy: At 22, she cut 
short her studies in Paris 
to return to Seoul and act 
as President Park Chung- 
hee's first lady after an as¬ 
sassin targeting her father 
instead killed her mother; 
she left five years later af¬ 
ter her father was shot and 
killed by his spy chief dur¬ 
ing a drinking party. 

As president. Park will face 
stark divisions both in South 
Korean society and with ri¬ 
val North Korea, which det¬ 
onated an underground 
nuclear device about two 
weeks ago. South Kore¬ 
ans worry about a grow¬ 
ing gap between rich and 
poor, and there's pressure 
for her to live up to her 
campaign suggestion that 
she can return the coun¬ 
try to the strong economic 
growth her strong-man fa¬ 
ther oversaw. 

North Korea’s atomic test 
will also present a chal¬ 
lenge to her vow to soften 
Seoul’s current hard-line 
approach to its northern 
rival. 

Pyongyang, Washington, 
Beijing and Tokyo are all 
watching to see if Park pur¬ 
sues an ambitious engage¬ 
ment policy meant to ease 
five years of animosity on 
the divided peninsula or 
if she sticks with the tough 
stance of her fellow con¬ 
servative predecessor, Lee 
Myung-bak. 

Park’s decision is impor¬ 
tant because it will likely 
set the tone of the larger 
diplomatic approach that 


Washington and others 
take in stalled efforts to 
persuade North Korea to 
give up its nuclear weap¬ 
ons ambitions. 

Park technically took over 
as the clock struck mid¬ 
night. 

Her swearing-in ceremony 
later Monday was to be 
attended by tens of thou¬ 
sands, including dignitaries 
such as U.S. National Secu¬ 
rity Adviser Tom Donilon, 
Thai Prime Minister Yingluck 
Shinawatra and Japanese 
Deputy Prime Minister Taro 
Aso. South Korean super- 
star PSY, who rose to sur¬ 
prising global fame last 
year with his song “Gang- 
nam Style," was set to per¬ 
form. Park's first weeks in 
office will be complicated 
by North Korea's warn¬ 
ing of unspecified “sec¬ 
ond and third measures of 
greater intensity,” a threat 
that comes as Washing¬ 
ton and others push for 
tightened U.N. sanctions 
as punishment for the Feb. 
12 atomic test, the North's 
third since 2006. 


That test is seen as another 
step toward North Korea's 
goal of building a bomb 
small enough to be mount¬ 
ed on a missile that can hit 
the United States. The ex¬ 
plosion, which Pyongyang 
called a response to U.S. 
hostility, triggered global 
outrage. 

Park has said she won’t yet 
change her policy, which 
was built with the high 
probability of provocations 
from Pyongyang in mind. 
But some aren’t sure if en¬ 
gagement can work, giv¬ 
en North Korea’s choice of 
“bombs over electricity,” 
as American scientist Sieg¬ 
fried Hecker puts it. 
“Normalization of relations, 
a peace treaty, access to 
energy and economic op¬ 
portunities — those things 
that come from choos¬ 
ing electricity over bombs 
and have the potential 
of lifting the North Korean 
people out of poverty and 
hardship — will be made 
much more difficult, if not 
impossible, for at least the 
next five years,” Hecker, a 


regular visitor to North Ko¬ 
rea, said in a posting on 
the website of Stanford 
University's Center for Inter¬ 
national Security and Co¬ 
operation. 

As she takes office, how¬ 
ever, Park will be mindful 
that many South Koreans 
are frustrated at the state 
of inter-Korean relations af¬ 
ter the Lee government’s 
five-year rule, which saw 
two nuclear tests, three 
long-range rocket launch¬ 
es and attacks blamed on 
North Korea that killed 50 
South Koreans in 2010. 
Park’s policy calls for strong 
defense but also for efforts 
to build trust through aid 
shipments, reconciliation 
talks and the resumption of 
some large-scale econom¬ 
ic initiatives as progress oc¬ 
curs on the nuclear issue. 
Park has also held out the 
possibility of a summit with 
new North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un. 

Much is riding on Park’s 
conclusion. 

“The overall policy direc¬ 
tion on North Korea among 


the U.S., Japan and South 
Korea will be hers to de¬ 
cide,” said Victor Cha, a 
former senior Asia adviser 
to President George W. 
Bush. “If Park Geun-hye 
wants to contain, the U.S. 
will support that. But if Park 
Geun-hye, months down 
the road, wants to en¬ 
gage, then the U.S. will go 
along with that too. “ 

Her father was a staunch 
anti-communist who made 
no secret of his antipathy 
toward Pyongyang dur¬ 
ing his 18-year rule in the 
1960s and 70s. In 1968, 31 
North Korean commandos 
staged a failed raid on the 
Blue House that ended with 
nearly all of them dead. In 
1974, Park's wife was shot 
and killed by a Japan- 
born Korean claiming he 
was acting on assassina¬ 
tion orders by North Korea 
founder and then leader 
Kim II Sung. Critics say Park 
Geun-hye’s North Korea 
policy lacks specifics. They 
also question how far she 
can go given her conser¬ 
vative base’s strong anti- 
Pyongyang sentiments. 

But Park has previously 
confounded ideological 
expectations. She trav¬ 
elled to Pyongyang in 2002 
and held private talks with 
the late Kim Jong II, the fa¬ 
ther of Kim Jong Un, and 
her gifts to Kim Jong II are 
showcased in a museum 
of gifts to the North Korean 
leaders. During the often 
contentious presidential 
campaign, she respond¬ 
ed to liberal criticism by 
reaching out to the fami¬ 
lies of victims of her father's 
dictatorship. She said in 
her 2007 autobiography 
that she visited Pyongyang 
because she thought her 
painful experiences with 
the North made her “the 
one who could resolve 
South-North relations bet¬ 
ter than anyone elseO 
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Chavez opponents demand answers about his cancer 



A banner bearing a photo of Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez is displayed on a building of the 
Carlos Arvelo Military Hospital in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, Feb. 22, 2013. The government said 
that the country's ailing president was continuing unspecified medical treatments at the military 
hospital in Caracas. Chavez's sudden return to Venezuela after more than two months of cancer 
treatments in Cuba has fanned speculation that the president could be preparing to relinquish 
power and make way for a successor and a new election. 

Associated Press 


JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Hundreds of government 
opponents demonstrated 
Saturday to demand an¬ 
swers about Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez's 
condition while he remains 
out of sight in a hospital, un¬ 
dergoing treatment more 
than 10 weeks after his lat¬ 
est cancer surgery. 

The protesters also con¬ 
demned the government's 
most recent economic 
measures, which have in¬ 
cluded a devaluation of 
Venezuela’s currency, the 
bolivar. Some held signs 
with a photo of Vice Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro and 
a slogan saying the devalu¬ 
ation will mean “more infla¬ 
tion.” Opposition leaders, 
though, mainly criticized 
the secrecy surrounding 
Chavez’s diagnosis and 
treatment, saying many 
Venezuelans want the gov¬ 
ernment to be more forth¬ 
coming about the presi¬ 
dent's condition. 

“We came to say that this 
nation demands the truth," 
Caracas Mayor Antonio 
Ledezma said at the dem¬ 
onstration. 

“Yesterday they were say¬ 
ing they had a five-hour 
meeting with the president. 
Nobody believes that. 


Just two days earlier they 
excused themselves with 
President Evo Morales (of 
Bolivia), saying the presi¬ 
dent was resting due to his 
delicate state of health, 
and they didn’t let him see 
him," Ledezma added. 
Maduro said Friday night 
that he and other officials 
visited for about five hours 
with the president at the 
military hospital in Caracas 
where he is being treated. 
Chavez hasn’t spoken 
publicly since before his 
Dec. 11 surgery, and has 
been seen only in several 
photographs released by 
the government. 

Maduro said on television 
Saturday that Chavez re¬ 
mains in charge. 

“There is only one com¬ 
mander in chief here. There 
is only one president,” he 
said. 

“Sooner rather than later, 
we will have our com¬ 
mander Chavez there, 
continuing in ... command 
of the Bolivarian Revolu¬ 
tion," Maduro said, refer¬ 
ring to the socialist move¬ 
ment the president has led 
during more than 14 years 
in office. 

He said that although 
Chavez is breathing 
through a tracheal tube, 
which hinders speech, that 
doesn’t prevent him from 


communicating with his 
aides in other ways and 
“giving us orders in writing.” 
The government has not 
given details about the 
treatment Chavez is under¬ 
going, and hasn’t identi¬ 
fied the type or exact loca¬ 
tion of the tumors that have 
been removed from his pel¬ 
vic region. 


Maduro said Chavez has 
been considering policy 
decisions together with 
other government officials, 
including “economic ac¬ 
tions” that he said would 
be detailed in the coming 
days. 

The vice president said the 
government is confronting 
“the bourgeoisie's eco¬ 


nomic war" amid double¬ 
digit inflation and a cur¬ 
rency that has continued 
to weaken in black market 
trading against the U.S. dol¬ 
lar. He criticized what he 
called an “attack on the 
currency,” but didn’t give 
details about the econom¬ 
ic measures the govern¬ 
ment plans.Q 


Belgian killed in Mexico resort was businessman 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A Bel¬ 
gian citizen shot to death 
in the Pacific resort of Aca¬ 
pulco near the site of the 
Mexican Open tennis tour¬ 
nament was a resident busi¬ 
nessman working for a trans¬ 
national firm, local prosecu¬ 
tors in Mexico said Sunday. 
Saturday’s killing was the 
second violent attack involv¬ 
ing foreigners in Acapulco in 
less than three weeks. On 
Feb. 4, a band of masked 
gunmen invaded a beach¬ 
front home and raped six vis¬ 
iting Spanish women 
The Guerrero state district 
attorney’s office identified 
the dead man as 59-year- 
old Jan Sarens, an executive 
with the family-owned Bel¬ 
gian firm Sarens, which sup¬ 
plies heavy transportation 
equipment for construction, 
mining and energy. It has of- 
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fices in 50 countries, includ¬ 
ing Mexico. 

Celia Gomez, an attorney 
for the firm's Mexico of¬ 
fice, said it had not identi¬ 
fied the body. Gomez said 
the company had a board 
member named Jans Sa¬ 
rens who lived in Mexico. 
The man was shot to death 
Saturday afternoon in a 
shopping center parking 
lot, and his body was found 
outside a Mercedes Benz 
car with Mexico City plates. 
Authorities in Guerrero state 
said in a statement that the 
killing was being investigat¬ 
ed and the motive for the 
attack had still not been 
determined. 

Violence and crime, much 

Emergency responders stand next to the body of a man identified as a Belgian citizen as he of it blamed on drug gangs, 
lies in the ground next to his car after he was shot dead by unknown assailants while he was have grown worse in Aca- 
leaving a supermarket in the Pacific resort city of Acapulco, Mexico, Saturday Feb. 23, 2013. pulco in recent years O 

Associated Press 





















Report: Chile’s Pinochet wanted anti-vote violence 



In this 1974 file photo, Chilean dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet speaks at an informal press confer¬ 
ence in Santiago, Chile. 


LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) 

— Newly published U.S. 
documents indicate that 
Chilean dictator Augusto 
Pinochet sought to use 
military force to annul the 
referendum portrayed in 


the Oscar-nominated film 
“NO” that ended his brutal 
regime. The plan was re¬ 
jected by his fellow gener¬ 
als, the papers say. 

The formerly top-secret 
documents posted by the 
independent U.S. National 


Associated Press 

Security Archive on Fri¬ 
day also show U.S. officials 
warning Chilean leaders 
against violence if Pino¬ 
chet tried to use force to 
stay in power. 

Pinochet “planned to do 
whatever was necessary 
to stay in power" just a day 


before the Oct. 5, 1988, 
referendum, according 
to a Defense Intelligence 
Agency document based 
on information from a Chil¬ 
ean air force officer. 
“Pinochet reportedly told 
advisors: ‘I’m not leaving, 
no matter what,"’ the doc¬ 
ument said. 

The documents also show 
that U.S. officials and 
agencies backed the anti- 
Pinochet campaign, even 
though the U.S. govern¬ 
ment had worked to un¬ 
dermine the socialist ad¬ 
ministration of President 
Salvador Allende that Pi¬ 
nochet overthrew in a 1973 
coup and initially support¬ 
ed the new regime. 

The papers portray Pino¬ 
chet as furious after the 
vote results. 

In a last attempt to retain 
power, the strongman who 
once compared himself 
to the greatest Roman 
emperors asked the mem¬ 
bers of the military junta 
to meet in his office in the 
presidential palace at 
1:00 AM,” says a report by 
the Defense Department 
titled: “Chile: plebiscite 
goes forward as Pinochet 
apparently loses." A CIA 
source at the meeting de¬ 
scribes Pinochet as being 
“nearly apoplectic” about 
the results. “Pinochet was 
prepared on the night of 
5 Oct to overthrow the re¬ 
sults of the plebiscite,” an 
informant said in a report 
by the State Department 
titled: “Chilean junta meet¬ 
ing the night of plebiscite.” 
Pinochet had a document 
prepared for other gen¬ 
erals to sign and “spoke 
of using the extraordinary 
powers to have the armed 
forces seize the capital,” 
says one of the reports by 
the Defense Department. 
But even his closest allies 
said no. The air force com¬ 
mander, Gen. Fernando 
Matthei, “told Pinochet 
he would under no cir¬ 
cumstances agree to such 
a thing ... Pinochet then 


turned to the others and 
made the same request 
and was turned down.” 
Losing all backing to over¬ 
throw the plebiscite, Pino¬ 
chet accepted his defeat. 
The lead-up to that deci¬ 
sion is depicted in “NO,” 
which is up for an Acad¬ 
emy Award as best-foreign 
language film on Sunday. 
The Chilean film is based 
on the publicity campaign 
that helped oust Pinochet 
and return Chile to de¬ 
mocracy. 

The general ruled Chile 
from 1973 to 1990. He died 
under house arrest, without 
ever being tried, despite 
charges of illegal enrich¬ 
ment and human rights 
violations. 

“We negotiated with him 
because we were never 
able to judge him and Pi¬ 
nochet died a free man 
and a millionaire,” said 
Pablo Larrain, director of 
“NO,” in an interview last 
month with The Associated 
Press. 

The film's July premiere in 
Santiago unsettled many 
audiences because Chile 
remains deeply divided 
over Pinochet’s regime. 

He shut down Congress, 
outlawed political parties 
and forced thousands of 
dissidents into exile, while 
his police tortured and 
killed thousands more. 

But loyalists saw him as a 
fatherly figure who over¬ 
saw Chile’s growth into 
economic prosperity and 
kept it from becoming a 
failed socialist state. 

“Given the entrenched 
and violent nature of Pino¬ 
chet's dictatorship, the No 
Campaign’s victory is all 
the more dramatic," said 
Peter Kornbluh, author of 
“The Pinochet File: A De¬ 
classified Dossier on Atroc¬ 
ity and Accountability." 
Forty years after the coup, 
Kornbluh said, “It is not only 
important to remember 
how he took power, but 
was forced to relinquish 
it.’U 
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Jerrick Francees gets invited 
to baseball in the U.S. 


Dear Jerrick Francees, 
Congratulations on your 
baseball accomplish¬ 
ments! You continue to 
be a fine example of how 
hard work truly pays off. 

It is because of your efforts 
and exceptional work eth¬ 
ic that The West Boynton 
Lightning travel baseball 
team, based out of Boyn¬ 
ton Beach, Florida cordially 
invites you to play with us in 
a major tournament here 
in the United States. 

The tournament will fea¬ 
ture some of the best 
youth baseball teams from 
the southeastern U.S., and 
starts on Friday, February 
22, 2013 and will conclude 
on Sunday evening, Febru¬ 
ary 24, 2013. 

This is a rare opportunity to 
play in an invitational tour¬ 
nament, which you have 


earned, and we hope to 
see you attend. 
Congratulations again! 


Yours truly, 

Ira Materetsky 
Manager, West Boynton 
Lightning .□ 




at Alhambra Casino 


Daher&Co 


The Lazy Lizard 
The Market 


International 

; JfW \ 

Divi Logo Shop 


Play in our fantastic^^^HlQj^ 

9to81fe)Q0DQBDuQaiG every Monday! 

Registration starts at 7pm with a CASH PRIZE pool! 


Where Aruba goes to play! 




Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 





























MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY 


«L0CAL 




m 


Winners Galore at the Casino 


at the Radisson 



Palm Beach - This week- Joyce Benza, who won a monds slot machine. She our camera a big winner’s share of winners too. Suet 

end’s happy winner at the generous $1,200 jackpot is pictured here with her smile and 4 thumbs up. Lau, from New Jersey, land- 

Casino at the Radisson was on the Triple Double Dia- husband Ray Benza, giving The Poker Room had its ed $2,638 when he was 

dealt a Royal Flush, shortly 
after midnight, Thursday 
morning. 

The Casino at the Radisson 
makes more than just one 
jackpot available. 

The Caribbean Stud Poker 
Jackpot currently stands 
on $46,065, 

while the Bingo Progressive 
available to all bingo play¬ 
ers each Saturday & Sun¬ 
day boasts $28,832. 
Aruba’s most popular pok¬ 
er room, at the Casino at 
the Radisson offers a Bad 
Beat Jackpot of $52,564. 
Additionally, 

In March during Aruba's 
Nation Day weekend, the 
casino will be hosting three 
consecutive bingo mara¬ 
thons, on the 16 th , the 17 th , 
and the 18 th , which is the 
island’s Aruba Dag. 
Orlando Vrolijk on the ca¬ 
sino’s marketing team re¬ 
ports that a great number 
of fun activities are sched¬ 
uled for that holiday week¬ 
end, and the general pub¬ 
lic is invited. □ 
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Matt Kuchar chips onto 
the first green in the final 
round of play against Hunter 
Mahan during the Match 
Play Championship golf 
tournament, Sunday, Feb. 24, 
2013, in Marana, Ariz. 

Associated Press 

Kuchar wins 
Match Play 
Championship 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
MARANA, Arizona (AP) 

— Matt Kuchar finally put 
Hunter Mahan in a hole 
and then answered every 
challenge Sunday to win 
the Match Play Champion¬ 
ship. 

Mahan had gone 169 holes 
over 11 matches without 
trailing in this wild tourna¬ 
ment until Kuchar won the 
fourth hole of their cham¬ 
pionship match with a par, 
and Mahan never caught 
up. Kuchar took advan¬ 
tage of a series of miscues 
to build a 4-up lead at the 
turn, and then held off a 
noble challenge by the 
defending champion. 
There was never a dull 
moment on the back 
nine. Only two holes were 
halved, and those were 
with birdies. 

But for all the great shots, 
the match ended when 
Mahan went from a tough 
lie in the bunker to a bush 
in the desert, and it took 
him four shots to reach the 
17th green. 


Continued on Page 20 
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Maze clinches WCup title 
and proves doubters wrong 


JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
MERIBEL, France (AP) — The 

way Tina Maze’s season has 
been going, there was only 
one fitting way to wrap up 
the overall World Cup title 


— with another victory, and 
with plenty of time to spare. 
Maze clinched her first 
Crystal Globe on Sunday 
by winning a super-com¬ 
bined race for eighth win 
of the season — capping a 


dominant season by wrap¬ 
ping up the overall trophy 
with a full nine races to go. 
“It’s really special, because 
it’s so difficult to win. For 
me it's special to continue 
this level of skiing,” Maze 
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Slovenia's Tina Maze speeds down the course on her way to win 
an alpine ski, women's world cup super-combined, in Meribel, 
France, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013. 

Associated Press 


said. “To be on the top is 
amazing. It's a great sea¬ 
son for me. Even if there 
have been ups and downs 
I have always come back.” 
To Maze, it was also the 
perfect response to her 
doubters back home in 
Slovenia, saying she had 
been mocked by some 
for having the audacity to 
dream about becoming 
the world’s best skier. 

“I think the people are real¬ 
izing that the dream came 
true, that one year ago 
they were saying ‘Ah, this 
Maze, she’s making jokes 
when she says she will win 
a globe or something like 
that. Yeah, she’s full of 
herself and these kinds of 
things,” Maze said. “In Slo¬ 
venia, it's (the) mentality. 
It’s better to be sometimes 
(more mainstream) than to 
go out (and be different) 
from the majority. 

“I didn’t want to be like ev¬ 
erybody else, so I’m always 
looking for something else, 
something better, some¬ 
thing different and I’m re¬ 
ally proud of that.” 

Leading from the down¬ 
hill section. Maze coasted 
home in the slalom after 
rival Maria Hoefl-Riesch 
crashed out of contention. 
The win tied her for most 
single-season podiums with 
Pernilla Wiberg of Sweden 
and Hanni Wenzel of Liech¬ 
tenstein. “I’m an emotional 
person, I didn’t want to cry 
(on the podium),” Maze 
said, adding that she felt 
sick before the slalom. “I 
went to the toilet six times 
before I started. A lot of 
people (were) sick and I 
guess I get something from 
them too.” Maze has 1,844 
points in the overall stand¬ 
ings and looks all but cer¬ 


tain to smash the all-time 
single-season record of 
2,000 held by former Aus¬ 
trian great Hermann Maier 
on the men’s side. 
Hoefl-Riesch is second in 
the overall standings but is 
958 points behind and has 
no chance of closing the 
gap. Each victory is worth 
100 points. 

Lindsey Vonn, the Ameri¬ 
can four-time overall win¬ 
ner and defending cham¬ 
pion, fell out of contention 
after she was forced to 
take a month-long break 
because of an intestinal 
illness and then suffered a 
season-ending knee injury 
at the world champion¬ 
ships. Vonn is still third over¬ 
all with 740 points. 

“I'm really tired now, espe¬ 
cially after a long day like 
today,” the 29-year-old 
Maze said. “Today was so 
tough, I didn’t know where 
I was, I almost went off the 
course twice. But I just man¬ 
aged to catch the gates. 
It’s crazy.” 

Nicole Hosp of Austria, 
the world championship 
bronze medalist in super- 
combi, finished second, 
while countrywoman Mi- 
chaela Kirchgasser took 
third place with a superb 
slalom run — 42.66 seconds 
compared to Maze’s 44.26. 
“Kirchy came to me straight 
away and told me I’d won 
a globe, a big one,” said 
Maze, who is also in con¬ 
tention to win all discipline 
titles. “My target is to be fo¬ 
cused until the end of the 
season, because there are 
many small globes that are 
open and possible to get. 
I want to keep this level of 
skiing until the end, I don’t 
want to go down, I want to 
keep it at the high level.” 
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Johnson wins 2nd Daytona 
500; Patrick finishes 8th 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
DAYTONA BEACH, Florida 
(AP) — Danica Patrick 
made history up front at 
the Daytona 500 Sunday, 
only to see Jimmie Johnson 
make a late push ahead of 
her and reclaim his spot at 
the top of his sport. 

It was the second Daytona 
victory for Johnson, a five¬ 
time NASCAR champion 
who first won “The Great 
American Race” in 2006. 
Patrick, the first woman to 
win the pole, also became 
the first woman to lead the 
race. She was running third 
on the last lap, but faded 
to eighth at the finish. 

There were several crashes 
during the race, none ap¬ 
proaching the magnitude 
of the wreck that injured 
more than two dozen fans 
a day earlier in a second- 
tier race on the same track. 
Johnson raced past de¬ 
fending NASCAR champi¬ 
on Brad Keselowski on the 
final restart and pulled out 
to a sizable lead that no¬ 
body challenged over the 
final six laps. 

Dale Earnhardt Jr. settled 
for second as Hendrick 
Motorsports drivers went 
1-2 in the new Chevrolet 
SS. Mark Martin was third in 
a Michael Waltrip Racing 
Toyota. 

Keselowski, who overcame 
two accidents earlier in the 
race, wound up fourth in 
the new Ford that Penske 
Racing is fielding this year. 
Patrick was clearly disap¬ 
pointed with her finish. But 
she admitted she wasn’t 
sure what move to make if 
she was going to try for the 
win. 

“You know I kept thinking 
about it the whole time,” 
she said. “You spend a lot 
of time thinking what to 
do when the opportunity 


comes." 

Patrick became the first 
woman in history to lead 
laps in the 500 when she 
passed Michael Waltrip 
on a restart on Lap 90. She 
stayed on the point for 
two laps, then was shuffled 
back to third. 

She ended up leading 
five laps, another ground¬ 
breaking moment for Pat¬ 
rick, who in 2005 as a rookie 
became the first woman to 
lead the Indianapolis 500. 
Janet Guthrie was the first 
woman to lead laps at 
NASCAR’s top Cup Series, 
in 1977 at Ontario, where 
she led five laps under 
caution. 

The field was weakened by 
an early nine-car accident 
that knocked out race fa¬ 
vorite Kevin Harvick and 
sentimental favorite Tony 
Stewart. 

Harvick had won two sup¬ 
port races coming into the 
500 to cement himself as 
the driver to beat, but the 
accident sent him home 
with a 42nd place finish. 
Stewart, meanwhile, 

dropped to 0-for-15 in one 
of the few races the three¬ 
time NASCAR champion 
has never won. 

“If I didn’t tell you I was 
heartbroken and disap¬ 
pointed, I’d be lying to 
you,” Stewart said. 

That accident also took 
former winner Jamie Mc- 
Murray, his Chip Ganassi 
Racing teammate Juan 
Pablo Montoya, and Kasey 
Kahne out of contention. 
The next accident — in¬ 
volving nine cars — came 
105 laps later and brought 
a thankful end to Speed- 
weeks for Carl Edwards. 
He was caught in his fifth 
accident since testing last 
month, and this wreck col¬ 
lected six other Ford driv¬ 
ers. 


The field suddenly had six 
Toyota drivers at the front 
as Joe Gibbs Racing and 
Michael Waltrip Racing 
drivers took control of the 
race. 

But JGR’s day blew up — 
literally — when the team 
was running 1 -2-3 with Matt 
Kenseth, Denny Hamlin 
and Kyle Busch setting the 
pace. 

Kenseth went to pit road 
first with a transmission is¬ 
sue, and Busch was right 
behind him with a blown 
engine. Busch was already 
in street clothes watching 
as Hamlin led the field. 

“It’s a little devastating 
when you are running 1-2- 
3 like that,” Busch said.Q 


Jimmie Johnson, right, holds up the trophy next to owner Rick 
Hendrick, left, in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR Daytona 
500 Sprint Cup Series auto race at Daytona International Speed¬ 
way, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013, in Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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James wins 4 medals at track cycling worlds 



Sarah Hammer, of USA, competes in the track cycling Women's 
Omnium and races to take first place during the Track Cycling 
World Championships in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013. 

Associated Press 


YURAS KARMANAU 
Associated Press 
MINSK, Belarus (AP) — Sar¬ 
ah Hammer of the United 
States grabbed her sixth 
career gold medal and 
second of the week by 
winning the women’s om¬ 
nium Sunday, while Re¬ 
becca Angharad James 
of Britain made history by 
winning the women’s keirin 
at the track cycling world 
championships. 

It was the second gold 
medal in as many days 
for James, and her fourth 
medal in five days. 

Stefan Botticher won the 
men’s sprint title for his sec¬ 
ond gold, while France 
dominated the men's Me- 
dison 50K race. 

James became the first 
British woman to win four 
medals at one champi¬ 
onships. She took bronze 
medals in the women’s 
500-meter time trial and 
team sprint and added 
gold in the sprint on Satur¬ 
day to crown her triumph 
with a win in the keirin race. 
James led from the start 
and edged Gong Jinjie of 
China by 0.116 seconds. 
Lisandra Guerra Rogriguez 


of Cuba was 0.121 sec¬ 
onds back in third. 

“I can’t believe it ... That 
final was so hard. Just to 
come away with a gold 
medal is just unbeliev¬ 
able,” James said. “Just the 
adrenaline got me through 


it today. I had a pretty 
good sleep last night. I 
woke up this morning and 
I didn’t feel that tired. It's 
the last day of racing and 
I just wanted to get every¬ 
thing out of the tank here.” 
James wrapped herself in 


a British flag and crossed 
the track to embrace her 
parents in the stands. 

“In the final I just got ev¬ 
ery single little bit out of 
the tank," she added. “I’m 
coming away with the 
gold.” 

Kristina Vogel of Germany 
crashed on the last turn 
as she tried to challenge 
the pack. Hammer, who 
won the individual pursuit 
on Wednesday, scored 20 
points in the overall om¬ 
nium standings after six 
events, four points less than 
defending world cham¬ 
pion Laura Trott of Britain, 
who beat the American for 
the Olympic gold in the dis¬ 
cipline in London. Olympic 
bronze medallist Annette 
Edmondson of Australia 
had 26 points for third. 

In omnium, points are 
awarded in reverse order 
so the rider finishing with 
the fewest points wins. 
Botticher beat Russia’s De¬ 
nis Dmitriev in two races in 
the sprint final to claim his 
second gold medal this 
week. Francois Pervis of 
France edged Sam Web¬ 
ster of New Zealand to win 
his second bronze medal 


and third in five days. 

The American rider had a 
six-point advantage over 
Trott going into the final 
500-meter time trial event 
and clocked the sixth re¬ 
sult. Trott was timed fourth 
to narrow the gap by two 
points. 

Hammer wept with joy 
after the race and then 
picked up an American 
flag and rode with it over 
her head around the track 
at Minsk Arena. 

“It’s unbelievable. It just 
doesn't feel real to me right 
now," Hammer said.” I al¬ 
ways had it (victory) in the 
back of my mind, but to be 
honest I was aiming to be 
in the top eight in all the 
events, and to qualify first, 
it gave me a bit of confi¬ 
dence. But in omnium you 
never know it till it’s over. I 
knew I had the legs to be 
up first, but actually, to be 
the world champion — this 
is crazy.” 

Hammer was the only rider 
representing the United 
States at the champion¬ 
ships. 

“It (result) couldn’t have 
been better. I’m so excit¬ 
ed,” Hammer said. □ 



Hunter Mahan, left, congratulates Matt Kuchar after Kuchar 
won 2 and 1 in the final round of play during the Match Play 
Championship golf tournament, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013, in 
Marana, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


Match Play 


Continued from Page 17 

Kuchar wound up winning, 
2 and 1, when Mahan re¬ 
moved the stocking cap 
he used to fight the cold 
desert air and conceded 
Kuchar a short birdie putt. 

It was the first World Golf 
Championship title for 
Kuchar, and it follows a 
year in which he won The 
Players Championship. 
Kuchar became the sec¬ 
ond player in the last three 
years to win the Match 
Play Championship with¬ 
out ever playing the 18th 
hole. 

Mahan was trying to join 
Tiger Woods as the only 
back-to-back winners, and 
he gave it a good shot de¬ 
spite the big deficit half¬ 
way through the match. 

In a strong, cold wind — the 
wind chill index reached a 
low of 37 degrees on the fi¬ 
nal day — Mahan made a 


long two-putt par to win the 
10th, and played a tough 
chip from the mound of a 
bunker to about 6 feet for 
a birdie on the next hole, 
cutting the lead in half. 
Mahan followed with a tee 
shot into about 10 feet on 
the par-3 12th, the momen¬ 
tum squarely on his side. 
Kuchar, however, followed 
with a tee shot to just in¬ 
side 15 feet and made the 
birdie putt. On the par-5 
13th, Mahan hit a poor ap¬ 
proach from the fairway 
and Kuchar got up-and- 
down to restore his lead to 
3 up. 

Kuchar came up with one 
more clutch shot. With a 
2-up lead on the 304-yard 
15th hole, the breeze at 
his back, Kuchar chipped 
about 10 feet past the hole 
with Mahan only 6 feet 
away for birdie. Kuchar 
holed the putt and es¬ 
caped with a halve. 
Mahan won the 16th 
with a two-putt par when 
Kuchar’s tee shot bounced 
off the corporate tents 


behind the green, and it 
look as though the match 
would go down the 18th 
for the first time in nine 
matches for Kuchar. Both 
hit into the fairway bun¬ 
ker, but Mahan’s ball was 
slightly sunk in the sand, 
and his approach never 
came close to reaching 
the green. Instead, rolled 


through a patch of desert 
until it lodged in a bush. 
Kuchar’s record in this 
event improved to 15-3, 
the highest winning per¬ 
centage of anyone who 
has played at least 10 
matches. He has reached 
the quarterfinals each of 
the last three years, and 
this time went all the way. 


He played 96 holes and 
only trailed after four holes 
all week. 

Kuchar polished off Ja¬ 
son Day of Australia in the 
semifinals Saturday morn¬ 
ing, 4 and 3. 

Mahan hit a series of re¬ 
markable wedge shots in 
beating Ian Poulter, 4 and 
3, in his semifinal. He twice 
hit difficult chips inside 5 
feet to win holes, and then 
seized control with a chip- 
in from about 70 feet on 
the 12th hole to take com¬ 
mand. 

Day defeated Poulter in 
the consolation match, 1 
up. 

It was the first all-American 
final in five years at the 
Match Play Championship, 
and Kuchar’s win gave the 
Americans a clean sweep 
of the PGA Tour’s West 
Coast Swing for the sec¬ 
ond straight year. 

He moves to No. 8 in the 
world and picked up 
$1.5 million, and now has 
earned just over $3.2 mil¬ 
lion from his last two wins. □ 
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Yankees OF Granderson breaks arm, out 10 weeks 



New York Yankees’ Curtis Granderson is hit by a pitch from To¬ 
ronto Blue Jays’ J.A. Happ during the first inning of a spring train¬ 
ing exhibition baseball game, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013, in Tampa, 
Fla. Granderson left the game after the play and is expected to 
be out until May after breaking his right forearm. 


The Associated Press 
New York Yankees’ Curtis 
Granderson is hit by a pitch 
from the Toronto Blue Jays’ 
J.A. Happ during the first 
inning of a spring training 
exhibition baseball... 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) - Curtis 
Granderson jogged to first 
base after being hit on his 
right forearm as if it was a 
minor annoyance. Back 
at the ballpark in a brace 
a couple of hours later, 
it was clear theNew York 
Yankees had a pretty big 
power problem on their 
hands. 

In his first at-bat of spring 
training, the slugger broke 
his arm when he hit by a 
pitch from Toronto’s J.A. 
Happ in the bottom of the 
first inning Sunday, and is 
expected to be out until 
the first week of May. 
"Grandy is not a bat you 
say is easy to replace, but 
we’re going to have to find 
a way,” Yankees manager 
Joe Girardi said. “’No one is 
going to feel sorry for you.” 
The Yankees, who were 
beat 2-0 by a Blue Jays’ 
split squad, first called it a 
bruise but X-rays revealed 
the break. 

“’Five pitches in we got a 
little setback,” Granderson 
said. "Now we rest, recov¬ 
ery, get it back, and get 


ready to play whenever 
that day comes.” 

The team said Granderson 
could be out 10 weeks, 
which means he’ll miss 
about a month of the reg¬ 
ular season. 

"Mentally, you understand 
this is part of it, but at the 
same time now there’s not 
much I can do about it ex¬ 
cept do the best things I 
can to not make it worse,” 
Granderson said. "Keep 
myself ready to go.” 

It's a major blow for the 
Yankees, who are already 
without Alex Rodriguez un¬ 
til at least the All-Star break. 
The Yankees also lost Nick 
Swisher to free agency. 
Granderson led New York 
with 43 homers last season. 
The Yankees hit 245 hom¬ 
ers last year and had five 
players with at least 20. This 
year they could open the 
season with just two play¬ 
ers, Mark Teixeira and Rob¬ 
inson Cano, who topped 
20 . 

Granderson was examined 
near first base before leav¬ 
ing the game. 

"It didn't sound good,” 
said Yankees third base- 
man Kevin Youkilis, who 
was in the on-deck circle 
when Granderson got hit. 
The Yankees were plan¬ 
ning to experiment during 


exhibition games to see if 
they would move Grander¬ 
son from center to left, with 
Brett Gardner going from 
left to center. That poten¬ 
tial alignment is on hold. 
Girardi said that Gardner 
will likely start the season in 
center. 

Matt Diaz and Juan Rive¬ 
ra, in the competition for 
the fourth outfielder spot, 
could see increased play¬ 
ing time. 

"We'll be forced to take 
a look at a short-term op¬ 
tion,” Yankees general 
manager Brian Cashman 
said. "Obviously, we’ll be¬ 
ing get Curtis back. It's very 
early. We’re still evaluating 
what we actually have in 
camp. The first month there 
will be a vacancy that we 
need to fill. Is that internal, 
external, I couldn't even 
tell you.” 

Cashman said he is not in 
favor of giving infielder Ed¬ 
uardo Nunez a look in left 
field. 

Happ, coming back from 
foot surgery, went two 
scoreless innings, giving up 
three hits. 

"The first inning, I was rush¬ 
ing a little bit, and not 
quite getting the exten¬ 
sion I needed,” Happ said. 
"Going out for that sec¬ 
ond inning I felt much bet¬ 


ter. I was taking my body 
toward home instead of 
first there.” 

Happ reached out to 
Granderson before the 
ourfielder left the stadium 
for X-rays. 

"Definitely not throwing on 
purpose, he’s trying to work 
on coming inside,” Grand¬ 
erson said. "It’s a part of 
the game. Sometime you 
get hit. You just hope you 
get hit in a better spot.” 


Projected as the team’s 
sixth starter, Happ had a 
10-11 record with a 4.79 
ERA in 24 starts and four re¬ 
lief appearances last sea¬ 
son. 

Yankees starter Adam 
Warren threw two hitless in¬ 
nings. The right-hander hit 
Brett Lawrie with a pitch in 
the second, which he said 
got away from him. 

"Tried to go in with a fast¬ 
ball,” Warren said. □ 
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Federer insists he still has game to 



Roger Federer of Switzerland scratches his head in his match 
against Julien Benneteau of France at the ABN AMRO world ten¬ 
nis tournament at Ahoy Arena in Rotterdam, Netherlands, Friday 
Feb. 15, 2013. 

Associated Press 



Kei Nishikori, of Japan, holds 
his trophy after defeating 
Feliciano Lopez, of Spain, in 
the final of the U.S. National 
Indoor Championships tennis 
tournament Sunday, Feb. 24, 
2013, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 

Nishikori wins 
in Memphis for 
3rd career title 

TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 

— Kei Nishikori of Japan 
won his third career title 
and second since Octo¬ 
ber, beating Feliciano Lo¬ 
pez of Spain 6-2, 6-3 in the 
U.S. National Indoor Cham¬ 
pionships on Sunday. 
Nishikori needed only 67 
minutes to improve to 3-2 
in finals. He won his first ca¬ 
reer title in Delray Beach in 
2008 and improved to 11-2 
this year. 

Seeded fifth, Nishikori was 
the only seed to reach the 
weekend. He finished the 
tournament without drop¬ 
ping a set in taking the 
$291,800 winner’s check. 
Lopez, who beat Nishikori 
in April 2011 in Barcelona 
on clay, was looking for his 
own third career ATP title 
and first since Johannes¬ 
burg in February 2010. 

But Nishikori broke Lopez 
twice to go up 4-1 in the first 
set and broke him again to 
start the second. □ 


MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Sports Writer 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Novak Djokov- 
ic and Andy Murray have 
played in the last two 
Grand Slam finals and it’s 
easy to imagine their rivalry 
overshadowing an aging 
Roger Federer and an inju¬ 
ry-plagued Rafael Nadal in 
the years to come. 

But the second-ranked Fe¬ 
derer will have none of it. 
As he prepares to defend 
his Dubai Championships 
title, the 31-year-old Fe¬ 
derer says Sunday he is 
playing “excellent tennis” 
and is confident he can 
overtake Djokovic for top 
spot although he acknowl¬ 
edged it will be a chal¬ 
lenge given that he plans 
to scale back his schedule 
in 2013. He plans to take 
several weeks off ahead of 
the start of the clay season. 
“Absolutely realistic, if you 
play great,” Federer said 
of returning to No. 1, a spot 
he last held for 17 weeks 
until Oct. 29, breaking a 
record of 286 weeks at the 
top held by Pete Sampras. 
“The question is will I be 
able to do that or will I be 
allowed. Time will tell," Fe¬ 
derer said. “I know it's pos¬ 
sible. I know it’s possible to 
win tournaments. But right 
now, a big focus is on mak¬ 
ing sure every tournament 
I enter that I’m perfectly 
prepared like for here, for 
Australia, for Indian Wells.” 
Federer also brushed aside 
talk of retirement, making 
it clear he remains healthy 
and hungry to win more 
trophies including another 
Grand Slam title — prefer¬ 
ably Wimbledon which he 
has won seven times. He 
is going for his sixth title in 
Dubai. 

The 17-time Grand Slam 
champion added to his to¬ 
tal with a Wimbledon title 
in 2012 but lost in the quar¬ 


terfinals of the U.S. Open 
and the semifinals of this 
year’s Australian Open. 

“I want to give myself the 
best possible chance to 
play as long as I can,” Fe¬ 
derer said. 

“Eventually, it will be clear 
that it is time to stop but the 
time is definitely not now," 
he said. “But then again, 
things change very quick¬ 
ly. You have to be ready 
for it and open to it. I’m not 
naive that I can play for 15 
more years but I would like 
to give myself a chance to 
play for many more years 
to come. I’m happy with 
where my body is at.” 
Federer said the recent fo¬ 
cus on a Djokovic-Murray 
rivalry made sense to some 
degree. But with four differ¬ 
ent players winning all four 
Grand Slams last year, he 
said it was premature to 
turn the men’s game into a 
two-man competition. 

“Yes, they have played 
more often than not and 
they have played in some 
big matches and very of¬ 


ten the matches have 
been very good, so natu¬ 
rally that is what the media 
looks at. I understand that,” 
he said. “It’s all a question 
of how you see things. Rata 
also has not been involved 
in this whole process the 
past seven months, so you 
don't want to jump the 
gun too quick.” 

Djokovic, who is also in 
Dubai and going for his 
fourth title, agreed. 

“I cannot pick him (Mur¬ 
ray) over Roger and Rata 
because all three of them 
are still my biggest rivals,” 
Djokovic said. “I cannot 
pick one of those three 
guys because Roger and 
Rata have been so domi¬ 
nant in oursport and they 
have still - from all of the 
active players - the biggest 
rivalry.” 

Djokovic said he was im¬ 
pressed with what he saw 
from Nadal in Brazil, where 
the Spaniard won his first 
title earlier this month since 
returning from a lengthy 
knee injury. 


be No. 1. 

He's still playing really, 
really good on clay and I 
didn't expect any differ¬ 
ent," Djokovic said. “Again, 
I’m not in his shoes and I 
don’t know how he physi¬ 
cally feels, but he played 
in finals and won a tourna¬ 
ment, even though it's a 
250 event and he hasn’t 
played in those tourna¬ 
ments in many years. I’m 
sure that’s going to give 
him a lot of confidence 
for the rest of the season 
because that’s what he 
wanted. It doesn’t matter 
at what level and it’s great 
for tennis that he’s back - 
there’s no question about 
it.” After winning the Aus¬ 
tralian Open, attention has 
turned to Djokovic match¬ 
ing his 2011 exploits when 
he won three majors, had 
a 43-match winning streak 
and finished the year 70- 
6. The Serb said he was 
“in a strong position” to 
win more majors in 2013 
and that he was “not hid¬ 
ing” the fact he wanted 
to win the French Open — 
where his chances have 
improved due to the in¬ 
jury troubles of seven-time 
champion Nadal. 

And in a warning to his ri¬ 
vals, he said he is in a bet¬ 
ter state of mind than he 
was a year ago. 

“Mentally, I do feel a little 
bit more relieved than I 
was at the start of 2012,” 
Djokovic said. “Following 
up after 2011 was an ex¬ 
treme challenge for me - 
mentally mostly - because 
I still played really well, but 
I found myself for the first 
time in a position to be the 
No. 1 in the world and to 
defend Grand Slam titles - 
three in a whole year. 
“Right now, I’ve recuper¬ 
ated, I’ve learned my les¬ 
son, I’ve understood the 
experience that I went 
through and I'm ready for 
new challenges."□ 
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Huawei reveals ‘fastest smartphone in the world’ 



This undated product image provided by Huawei, shows the 
Chinese company’s new flagship model that it calls “the fastest 
smartphone in the world. 

Associated Press 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 

— Huawei, a Chinese 
company that recently 
became the world’s third- 
largest maker of smart¬ 
phones, calls its new flag¬ 
ship product “the fastest 
smartphone in the world” 
and wants to use it to ex¬ 
pand global awareness of 
its brand. Parts of the pre¬ 
sentation of the phone at 
a press conference Sun¬ 
day in Barcelona, Spain, 
suggest that the com¬ 
pany has some way to 
go in polishing its pitch for 
a global audience. Rich¬ 
ard Yu, head of Huawei’s 
consumer business group 
said the new phone can 
be programmed to display 
more than 100 different 
“themes,” or looks. This is 
important because “ladies 
like flowers, colorful things,” 
Yu said. Yu also said Hua¬ 
wei is learning from Apple 
how to make Google’s 


Android software easier to 
use, a lawsuit-friendly ut¬ 
terance considering that 
Apple is on a global cam¬ 
paign to sue makers of An¬ 
droid phones for copying 
from the iPhone. 

The new phone, the As¬ 
cend P2, will have a 4.7 
inch screen. Yu said it will 
be available in the April to 
June time frame for about 
$525 without a contract. 
It's the “fastest” because 
it supports faster download 
speeds than other phones. 
However, today’s wireless 
networks aren’t equipped 
to supply those speeds. 
Huawei Technologies Ltd. 
was the world’s third largest 
seller of smartphones, after 
Samsung and Apple, in the 
fourth quarter of last year, 
according to research firm 
IDC. That’s despite sell¬ 
ing very few phones in the 
U.S., where the big phone 
companies mostly ignore 
it. It has a much better po¬ 
sition in Europe, where cell¬ 


phone companies have 
embraced its network 
equipment, and France’s 
Orange is committed to 
selling the phone. 

In the U.S., a congressional 
panel recommended in 
October that phone car¬ 
riers avoid doing business 
with Huawei or its smaller 
Chinese rival, ZTE Corp., for 
fear that its network equip¬ 
ment could contain “back 
doors” that enable access 
to communications from 
outside. The Chinese gov¬ 
ernment rejected the re¬ 
port as false and an effort 
to block Chinese compa¬ 
nies from the U.S. market. 
Meanwhile, a report by a 
private U.S. cybersecurity 
firm concluded recently 
that a special unit of Chi¬ 
na’s military is responsible 
for sustained cyberespio¬ 
nage against U.S. com¬ 
panies and government 
agencies. China has de¬ 
nied involvement in the 
attacks in which massive 


amounts of data and cor¬ 
porate trade secrets, likely 
worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars, were stolen. 

“It has not been an easy 
journey for us,” Huawei’s 
global brand director, Amy 
Lou, said Sunday of the 
company’s quest to be¬ 


come globally recognized 
and trusted. She called the 
company “a great con¬ 
sumer brand in the mak¬ 
ing.” 

The world’s largest cell¬ 
phone trade show, Mobile 
World Congress, opens 
Monday in BarcelonaO 


Samsung takes on iPad Mini 
with Galaxy Note 8.0 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 

— Samsung Electronics is 
beefing up its tablet range 
with a competitor to Ap¬ 
ple's iPad Mini that sports 
a pen for writing on the 
screen. 

The Korean company an¬ 
nounced on Sunday in 
B’arcelona that the Galaxy 
Note 8.0 will have an 8-inch 
screen, putting it very close 
in size to the Apple’s tab¬ 
let, which launched in No¬ 
vember with a 7.9-inch 
screen. It’s not the first time 
Samsung has made a tab¬ 
let that's in the Mini's size 
range: it’s very first iPad 
competitor had a 7-inch 


screen, and it still makes a 
tablet of that size, but with¬ 
out a pen. 

Samsung will start selling 
the new tablet in the April 
to June period, at an as 
yet undetermined price. It 
made the announcement 
ahead of Mobile World 
Congress, the wireless in¬ 
dustry’s annual trade show, 
which starts Monday in Bar¬ 
celona, Spain. 

The Note 8.0 fills a gap in 
Samsung’s line-up of pen- 
equipped devices be¬ 
tween the Galaxy Note II 
smartphone, with its 5.5- 
inch screen, and the Gal¬ 
axy Note 10.1, a full-size 
tablet. Samsung has made 
the pen, or more prop¬ 


erly the stylus, one of the 
tools it uses to chip away 
at Apple’s dominance 
in both tablets and high- 
end smartphones. Apple 
doesn't make any devices 
that work with styluses, pre¬ 
ferring to optimize its inter¬ 
faces for fingers, mice and 
touchpads. 

On Samsung’s Note line, 
the pens can be used to 
write, highlight and draw. 
The screens also sense 
when the mouse hovers 
over the screen, providing 
an equivalent to the hov¬ 
ering mouse cursor on the 
PC. However, few third- 
party applications have 
been modified to take full 
advantage of the pensO 



This undated image provided by Samsung on Saturday, Feb. 23, 
2013 shows the Samsung GALAXY Note 8 with a stylus. Samsung 
Electronics is beefing up its tablet range with a competitor to 
Apple's iPad Mini that sports a pen for writing on the screen. As¬ 
sociated Press 
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Wall Street holds its nerve as spending cuts near 



Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Feb. 21,2013. 

Associated Press 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With 
barely a week to go before 
$85 billion in automatic 
government spending cuts 
kick in,Wall Street is holding 
its nerve. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average has gained 6.8 
percent since the start of 
the year as investors large¬ 
ly ignored the latest install¬ 
ment of Washington's bud¬ 
get drama. The Dow Jones 
climbed close to its record 
level at the start of the 
month and the Standard 
& Poor’s 500 notched up 
a streak of seven straight 
weeks of gains, before eas¬ 
ing back this week. Even 
after its weekly loss of 0.3 
percent, it's still up 6.3 per¬ 
cent this year. 

Wall Street is betting that 
the cuts, which the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office 
estimates will take 0.6 of a 
percentage point of eco¬ 
nomic growth this year and 
cost 750,000 jobs, won’t be 
enough to derail the re¬ 
covery. Investors may also 
have become used to 
Washington brinkmanship, 
having seen last-minute 
deals brokered after a se¬ 
ries of political standoffs. 
David Bianco, chief U.S. eq¬ 
uities strategist at Deutsche 
Bank, says the automatic 
spending cuts could actu¬ 
ally be a “net positive” for 
stocks, despite the drag 
that they would put on the 
economy. That's because 
a set of known, measur¬ 
able spending cuts are 
better than no budget re¬ 
duction at all. 

“Significant spending cuts 
are needed,” Bianco says. 
“Until that happens, peo¬ 
ple are going to worry that 
this is still a problem that 


needs to be solved.” 
Bianco estimates that the 
impact of the spending 
cuts on corporate profits 
will be limited, reducing 
the income of companies 
in the S&P 500 index by just 
2 percent. 

Sitting on the sidelines dur¬ 
ing the political wrangling 
in Washington hasn’t been 
a winning strategy in re¬ 
cent years either, as stocks 
have rebounded and 
come back stronger each 
time, says David Kelly, 
chief strategist at J.P. Mor¬ 
gan funds. The Dow has 
returned 24 percent since 
the end of August 2011, 
after plunging following 
the showdown that month 
over raising the country’s 
borrowing limit. The index 
is also 12 percent higher 
since bottoming out in No¬ 
vember after the election, 
when investors sold stocks 


on concern that a divided 
government wouldn’t be 
able to come up with a 
budget compromise. 
“Twice already investors 
have learnt the lesson that 
if you wait for everything to 
calm down in Washington 
you'll miss out on the rally,” 
Kelly says. 

Analysts and investors gen¬ 
erally agree that the huge 
amount of attention being 
paid to the $85 billion of 
cuts far exceeds the actu¬ 
al impact they will have on 
the $16 trillion U.S. econo¬ 
my, particularly given that 
the cuts will be phased in 
over time, and some will ul¬ 
timately be reversed. 

The cuts are very much a 
problem of Washington's 
own making. The Budget 
Control Act, signed in to 
law in August 2011, was 
meant to end America’s 
debt crisis and force law¬ 


makers to come up with a 
measured approach to re¬ 
duce the deficit. The auto¬ 
matic spending cuts were 
included in the bill with the 
idea that they would be so 
unpalatable to lawmak¬ 
ers that they would have 
a strong incentive to avoid 
them by making a deal to 
reduce the budget deficit. 
With time running out to 
broker a deal, the cuts 
looks likely to go into effect 
on March 1. Then the focus 
will likely turn to a March 
27 deadline that could re¬ 
sult in a government shut¬ 
down. That may sound 
scary, but even that out¬ 
come doesn’t necessarily 
translate into a slumping 
stock market, says Tobias 
Levkovich, an equity strat¬ 
egist at Citigroup. When 
President Bill Clinton and 
House Speaker Newt Gin¬ 
grich clashed over the 


budget in late 1995 and 
early 1996, the market ac¬ 
tually rallied, with the S&P 
500 gaining about 4 per¬ 
cent over the course of the 
shutdown. That suggests 
that investors were focus¬ 
ing on other factors such 
as economic growth and 
earnings. 

As the intensity of the de¬ 
bate around cuts and shut¬ 
downs picks up, investors 
shouldn’t overreact. “We 
don’t think it’s a great idea 
to trade around the vicis¬ 
situdes of Washington be¬ 
havior,” says Levkovich. 
Defense is one area where 
the cuts will be felt acute¬ 
ly, and investors have re¬ 
sponded accordingly. The 
Pentagon is preparing to 
slash $46 billion from its 
budget year, which runs to 
Sep. 30, Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta told Con¬ 
gress on Wednesday. 
Defense giants Lockheed 
Martin, Raytheon and 
General Dynamics have 
all slumped this year, while 
the broader market has 
rallied. Lockheed Martin, 
which makes fighter jets 
including the F-22 Raptor 
and F-35 Lightning, has fall¬ 
en 4.5 percent this year to 
$88.12. General Dynamics, 
which builds ships for the 
navy has dropped 2.8 per¬ 
cent to $67.32. 

Chris Bertelsen, chief in¬ 
vestment officer at Global 
Financial Private Capital, 
says the slump is an oppor¬ 
tunity for investors to pick 
up stocks at a good price 
and lock in high dividend 
income. Lockheed Martin, 
for example, pays a divi¬ 
dend of 5.3 percent on its 
stock, more than double 
the average rate of 2.1 
percent in the S&P 5000 
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Panama Canal project raises ire around East ports 



In this Tuesday, Sept. 21,2010 file photo, the President Truman, a 
large cargo ship, passes under the Bayonne Bridge in Bayonne, 
N.J., as New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, third left, front, and Lt. 
Gov. Kim Guadagno, fourth left, front, listen with others, as U.S. 
Rep. Albio Sires (D-NJ) talks about plans to raise the height of the 
bridge to accommodate the larger next generation of cargo 
ships. 


KATIE ZEZIMA 
Associated Press 
NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) 

— Residents of this city’s 
Ironbound neighborhood 
are familiar with big modes 
of transport. Jumbo jets fly 
so low while approach¬ 
ing Newark Airport that it 
seems one can hop onto a 
wing. Double-decker trains 
race through, ferrying pas¬ 
sengers to New York City. 
Trucks rumble down nar¬ 
row streets where the smell 
of Portuguese barbecue 
wafts through the air and 
Brazilian music emanates 
from stores and cars. 

But some here and in 
neighborhoods near other 
East Coast ports are leery 
of the monster ships that 
will soon arrive because of 
a trade project thousands 
of miles (kilometers) away 
that they believe will harm 
their air quality, roadways 
and waterways. 

“We can’t afford any ad¬ 
ditional environmental bur¬ 
dens,” said Joseph Della 
Fave, executive director of 
the Ironbound Community 
Corp. East and Gulf coast 
ports are jockeying against 
one another, scrambling to 
accommodate so-called 
“post-Panamax” ships: 
massive vessels that can 
traverse an expanded Pan¬ 
ama Canal. The $5.25 bil¬ 
lion project is expected to 
be completed in 2015 and 
will nearly triple the size of 
ships that can travel the 
canal. 

One of the most remark¬ 
able transformations is 


proposed not far from the 
Ironbound. The Port Author¬ 
ity of New York and New 
Jersey wants to raise the 
Bayonne Bridge, a soaring 
steel arch span that con¬ 
nects Bayonne, New Jer¬ 
sey, with New York City’s 
Staten Island borough, by 
64 feet (19.5 meters). The 
$1 billion project would al¬ 
low post-Panamax ships to 
reach Port Newark and the 
Elizabeth Port Authority Ma¬ 
rine Terminals in New Jersey 
and Howland Hook in New 
York. It was fast-tracked by 
President Barack Obama 
last year and is expected 
to be completed in 2016. 
Channels near the bridge 
will be deepened to 50 feet 
(15 meters). Residents in the 
Ironbound and on Staten Is¬ 
land worry that larger ships 
will bring more trucks and 
increased diesel pollution 
to poor communities that 
already shoulder heavy 
traffic loads. The Ironbound 
Community Corp. does an 
annual one-day count of 
trucks that pass through 
and idle in the heavily indus¬ 
trial neighborhood; in 2011 
it counted 1,327 driving on 
neighborhood streets and 
highways and 41 idling. The 
Ironbound is also home to 
the state’s largest incinera¬ 
tor and sewage treatment 
plant. “It’s going to be a lot 
of dust, a lot of dirt, a lot of 
vibrations with the raising of 
the bridge, and there’s go¬ 
ing to be a lot of truck traf¬ 
fic and rerouting of trucks,” 
said Beryl Thurman, execu¬ 
tive director of the North 


Shore Waterfront Conser¬ 
vancy on Staten Island. She 
can see the bridge from 
her home. 

The Coast Guard issued 
a draft environmental as¬ 
sessment of the project 
last month and found it will 
have no significant environ¬ 
mental or health effects. 
The public has until March 
5 to review the report and 
comment. 

The federal Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency re¬ 
buked the Coast Guard 
in written comments, say¬ 
ing it has “fundamental 
concerns” with the Coast 
Guard’s findings and thinks 
a more robust examination 
must be done. 

“We believe that an appro¬ 
priate analysis would likely 
reveal changes in the dis¬ 
tribution pattern of cargo 
which could reasonably be 
expected to result in en¬ 
vironmental impacts, par¬ 
ticularly air quality impacts 
associated with increased 
Port activity and associat¬ 
ed diesel truck traffic,” the 
EPA wrote in remarks sub¬ 
mitted to the Coast Guard. 
Hundreds of people 
packed one of three pub¬ 
lic hearings on the project 
on Feb. 13. Some, including 
trade union members and 
residents, said the project 
should get its final permit¬ 
ting because both the con¬ 
struction and cargo traf¬ 
fic would provide much- 
needed jobs to the area. 
The unemployment rate is 

14.7 percent in Newark and 

11.8 percent in Bayonne, 


according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. It’s 8.8 per¬ 
cent in New York City. The 
national unemployment 
rate is 7.9 percent. 

Others worried about 
health issues and said the 
project must go forward 
only if efforts are made to 
reduce environmental ef¬ 
fects. “I have many con¬ 
cerns about unhealthy air 
quality at the port," said 
Nancy Mincey, an Iron- 
bound resident whose 
13-year-old son has severe 
asthma. Eduardo Rivera, a 
truck driver, said that driv¬ 
ers idle in lines and that 
those classified as inde¬ 
pendent contractors can’t 
afford to buy newer, more 
efficient trucks. 

“The Port Authority should 
fix port trucking; then they 
can raise the bridge," he 


said at the hearing. 

In a statement, the Port 
Authority said raising the 
roadway will “have tre¬ 
mendous economic and 
environmental benefits for 
communities throughout 
the Port District.” The agen¬ 
cy said it is “committed to 
clean air strategies ... and 
we will continue to work 
with our neighbors in the 
port district to ensure that 
our ports are healthy and 
economically viable mov¬ 
ing forward.” 

Gary Kassof, bridge pro¬ 
gram manager for the First 
Coast Guard District, said 
the agency stands by its 
assessment and is taking 
resident concerns into ac¬ 
count before deciding if 
the document will be fi¬ 
nalized or if more study is 
needed. □ 
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^ICOMICS 


Mutts 



6 Chix 




VO LIKE TO MAKE IT QUICKER, 
SHARPER AND MORE SARCASTIC, 
s—4 SUT THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 2/25 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

J. Edgar 

Hoover’s agcy. 

Meanies 

Blockhead 

Payment to a 

landlord 

Treasure 

cache 

Make, as a 

salary 

All at_; 

suddenly 
Conceals 
Oxford or loafer 
Brazen 
Baby dogs 
Ringlet 

Wedding words 
Composer of a 
famous lullaby 
Less wrinkled 
Green gems 
“To _ own self 
be true” 

Stein contents 
Smell 
Swamp 
reptiles, for 
short 

Ticket end 
Van Winkle of 
fiction 

_de Ville; old 
Cadillac model 
Napped leather 
Famous people 
Crumb 

Entertainment 
sponsor for GIs 
Beau Bridges’ 
brother 
Auctioneer’s 
cry 

Refuting 

arguments 

Scorch 

Banishment 

Actor James _ 

Assistant 

Numerical 

comparison 

On nervous 

Too inquisitive 

Make a 

smudge worse 
Morning grass 
blade drops 
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Saturday s Puzzle Solved 
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DOWN 

1 To and _ 

2 Uncle _ Rice 

3 1/12 of afoot 

4 “Do unto_...” 

5 Barbecue 

6 _ away; 
galloped off 

7 Arden & others 

8 Regularly 
scheduled 
meetings 

9 Tyrant 

10 Hawaiian island 

11 Bit of rain 

12 On _ own; 
independent 

14 Instructor 

21 the word!” 

25 Female deer 

26 Borg of tennis 

27 Transistor 

28 Embrace as 
one’s own 

29 Mall units 

30 Small rodents 

31 Despises 

32 Escape the 
detection of 


33 Nonconformist 
35 Accurate 

38 Crayon users 

39 Show up; come 
into view 

41 Major network 

42 Hard’s opposite 

44 Ms. Hepburn 

45 Shooting star 


47 Late chef Child 

48 Read quickly 

49 Cincinnati, _ 

50 Boys 

52 Test 

53 Use the teeth 

54 Alan or Cheryl 

55 Wise man 

59 Just purchased 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Time share for sale 

2 units 4 wks 
Tropicana: wk7 +8 1 br 
fri to fri -1580 
sat to sat 5559 

buy all for best price or $5600 each 
lddai@yahoo.com 
call Tropicana Rm 1580 
until march 1 



GUIDA BO OIDO 
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Tel: 5&2-069? /5B1-74B4 

Scholland Str 70 



»«( r°"' s “ y 



Quality Apartments 

"Sfudig A L&ft Aptj. "Fully 

'Kitchen f A\n-® / Coble W *-Swimning Pool 
Ltss than E milt fr&itf Es^i* &*ieh A * kitqt su|?t«*rtari(t£is. 
FeeF free To contact or visit uS 
Wen - Fri: Sat d Sun: 9om-5pm. 


6888 




map 




SPECIAL SALE 

Casa del Mer Bneeh Report 

Onot-Be^rMni SCartipp frijm *1,500 

Tw^-EBdrMm alerting! from 14 , 9 OT 
PJs, cell 70 W extension 535 

ctritf^gel^ngl w 



Esmeralda 17 

4 bedrooms with pool 
and apartment. 

This lovely home in North 
has a spacious layout, 
an U shape property with 
a swimming pool in the 
middle.Total construction 
305m 2 plus wooden deck 
of 21 m 2 , on 605m 2 land. 
With luxury kitchen with 
built-ins, carport, alarm 
system and storage area. 


Ontu^i 

Best & Solid Real Estate 



91111 


US$549. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS$10k OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2BOV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, 1 Bdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
I contact us! 

Michelle Donato 



STSP 

Violence Against Women 


FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Waterfront Villas week 8 

Unit #821 and #822 
2 bedroom, 3 baths 
units can be split over 
week 8 & week 9 $26,000 
E-mail: jwhelan99@sbcqlobal.net 
Cell: 203-910-7333 
on Island till march 2nd 


Salon / Special 

Massage (50 min) $50 
Massage (80 min) $75 
Manic & Pedicure $30 
Facial (basic) $45, and much more 
and much more... 

Bella Vista Spa. 

Seroe Patrishi 43 A Free pick up!! 
Call now 583-7338/737-1408 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Every thing’s included in this 2 br 
2 y 2 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198542 

250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite counter top kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 

Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297 593 0946 AUA 
+ 1 702 862 0711 USA 

198863 

FOR RENT 

Tropicana 6 nights 

2/24 to March 2, 2013 

1 br $485 Bo 

call: Tropicana Rm 1580 

198869A 

LA CABANA 

one brthur start $5200 
week 7 Rm 427C 

recently renovated, local 565-9394 
or e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

198869C 

FOR RENT or SALE 

Divi Golf Links 

wk 6, 7 (president’s wk) 

& 8 Studio, 1 bd, 2 bd or 3 bd 
overlooking Infinity Pool 
starting at $1100 perwk 
e-mail: emac16@aol.com 
Ph: 732-580-5828 

198862 

Christmas & New Year 
week 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 contact: 
execsun2000@yahoo.com 

198877 

FOR RENT 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Best room & view in Aruba! 
Featuring Sweeping ocean views 
2 floor, weeks 7 

Presidents week 2014 for $6300 
& week 8 2014 for $5500 
E-mail: mccarinosa@amail.com 
Ph: 732-580-5928 


FOR RENT 
Tropicana week 8 

1 bedroom, sleeps 4, pool side 
sun. 2/24 - sun. 3/3 $700.00 
Aruba Cell: 745-5246 
E-mail: iceprincess3754@yahoo. 


DOCTOR 
OON DUTY 

, Oranjestad 

” ^Dr. Sneek 


Qanmuma 


£U 




POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


O'STAD 


Dakota Tel: 588-7364 


S NI CO LAS _Qejitrp_Me_d|co_Teh 584-5794 

SERVICES 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

Feb. 25 Horizon 

Feb. 26 Thomson Dream 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetric Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel_ 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Future science: Using 3D worlds to visualize data 


CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Take 
a walk through a human 
brain? Fly over the surface 
of Mars? Computer scien¬ 
tists at the University of Illi¬ 
nois at Chicago are push¬ 
ing science fiction closer 
to reality with a wrap¬ 
around virtual world where 
a researcher wearing 3D 
glasses can do all that and 
more. 

In the system, known as 
CAVE2, a screen encircles 
the viewer 320 degrees. 
A panorama of images 
springs from 72 stereo¬ 
scopic liquid crystal display 
panels, conveying a diz¬ 
zying sense of being able 
to touch what’s not really 
there. 

As far back as 1950, sci-fi 
author Ray Bradbury imag¬ 
ined a children’s nursery 
that could make bedtime 
stories disturbingly real. 
“Star Trek” fans might re¬ 
member the holodeck 
as the virtual playground 
where the fictional Enter¬ 
prise crew relaxed in fan¬ 
tasy worlds. 

The computer scientists 
have more serious mat¬ 
ters in mind when they 
hand visitors 3D glasses 
and a controller called a 
“wand." Scientists in many 
fields today share a com¬ 
mon challenge: How to tru¬ 
ly understand overwhelm¬ 
ing amounts of data. Ja¬ 
son Leigh, co-inventor of 
the CAVE2 virtual reality 
system, believes this tech¬ 
nology answers that chal¬ 
lenge. 

“In the next five years, we 
anticipate using the CAVE 
to look at really large-scale 
data to help scientists 
make sense of that infor¬ 
mation. CAVEs are essen¬ 
tially fantastic lenses for 




In this photo made Thursday, Jan. 24, 2013, in Chicago, Andreas Linninger, University of lllinois- 
Chicago professor of bioengineering, chemical engineering and computer science, left, adjusts 
his 3D glasses as brain surgeon Ali Alaraj talks about viewing the brain inside CAVE2. 

Associated Press 


bringing data into focus," 
Leigh said. 

The CAVE2 virtual world 
could change the way 
doctors are trained and im¬ 
prove patient care, Leigh 
said. Pharmaceutical re¬ 
searchers could use it to 
model the way new drugs 
bind to proteins in the hu¬ 
man body. Car designers 


could virtually “drive” their 
new vehicle designs. 
Imagine turning massive 
amounts of data — the 
forces behind a hurricane, 
for example — into a simu¬ 
lation that a weather re¬ 
searcher could enlarge 
and explore from the in¬ 
side. Architects could walk 
through their skyscrapers 
before they are built. Sur¬ 
geons could rehearse a 


pie at Mechdyne Corp., 
which has licensed the 
CAVE2 technology for 
three years and plans to 
market it to hospitals, the 
military and in the oil and 
gas industry, said Kurt Hoff- 
meister of Mechdyne. 

In Chicago, researchers 
and graduate students are 
creating virtual scenarios 
for testing in the CAVE2. 
The Mars flyover is created 
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University of Illinois-Chicago computer scientist Jason Leigh, 
co-inventor of the CAVE2 virtual reality system, poses with a 
pair of specially designed 3D glasses in the CAVE2 where the 
system’s 72 stereoscopic liquid crystal display panels encircles 
the viewer 320 degrees and creates a 3D environment that can 
take you to the bridge of the Starship Enterprise, a flyover the 
planet Mars, or through the blood vessels of the brain.Tuesday, 
Feb. 19, 2013, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


development. 

While he calls the CAVE2 “a 
national treasure,” Fuchs 
predicts a smaller technol¬ 
ogy such as Google’s Inter- 
net-connected eyeglasses 
will do more to revolution¬ 
ize medicine than the 
CAVE. Still, he says large 
displays are the best way 
today for people to inter¬ 
act and collaborate. 
Believers include the peo- 


procedure using data from 
an individual patient. 

But the size and expense 
of room-based virtual re¬ 
ality systems may prove 
insurmountable barriers to 
widespread use, said Hen¬ 
ry Fuchs, a computer sci¬ 
ence professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, who is familiar 
with the CAVE technology 
but wasn't involved in its 
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from real NASA data. The 
brain tour is based on the 
layout of blood vessels in a 
real patient. 

Brain surgeon Ali Alaraj re¬ 
membered the first time he 
viewed the brain using the 
CAVE2. 

“You can walk between 
the blood vessels,” said the 
University of Illinois College 
of Medicine neurosurgeon. 
“You can look at the arter¬ 
ies from below. 

You can look at the arter¬ 
ies from the side.... That 
was science fiction for 
me.” 

Would doctors process in¬ 
formation faster with fewer 
errors using CAVE2? That's 
the question behind a pro¬ 
posed study that would 
compare CAVE2 to con¬ 
ventional methods of de¬ 
tecting brain aneurysms 
and determining proper 
treatment, said Andreas 
Linninger, UIC professor of 
bioengineering, chemical 
engineering and comput¬ 
er science. 

But it's not all serious busi¬ 
ness at the lab. 

In his spare time during the 
past two years, research 
assistant Arthur Nishimoto 
has been programming 
the CAVE2 computer with 
the specifications for the 
fictional Starship Enterprise. 
He now can walk around 
his life-size recreation of 
the TV spacecraft. 

The original technology, 
introduced in the early 
1990s, was called CAVE, 
which stood for Cave Au¬ 
tomatic Virtual Environ¬ 
ment and also cleverly 
referred to Plato’s cave, 
the philosopher's analogy 
about shadows and real¬ 
ity. It was named by former 
lab co-directors Tom De- 
Fanti and Dan Sandin. 

The second generation 
of the CAVE, invented by 
Leigh and his collaborator 
Andy Johnson, has higher 
resolution. The project was 
funded by the National Sci¬ 
ence Foundation and the 
Department of Energy. 

“It's fantastic to come to 
work. Every day is like get¬ 
ting to live a science fic¬ 
tion dream," Leigh said. “To 
doscience in this kind of 
environment is absolutely 
amazing. 
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McCarthy’s Identity Thief tops box office again 



This undated publicity file image released by Universal Pictures shows Jason Bateman, left, and 
Melissa McCarthy in a scene from, “Identity Thief.” 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hol¬ 
lywood’s latest films per¬ 
formed tepidly at the box- 
office on Oscar weekend, 
with Melissa McCarthy’s 
“Identity Thief” returning 
to the top spot in its third 
week of release. 

The Universal comedy 
earned $14.1 million on the 
weekend, according to 
studio estimates Sunday, 
enough to regain the box- 
office title after losing it last 
week to 20th Century Fox’s 
“A Good Day to Die Hard,” 
the Bruce Willis action se¬ 
quel. 

With a cumulative total 
of $93.7 million, “Identity 
Thief" is the biggest hit so 
far in 2013. Though the film 
has been badly reviewed 
by critics, the road trip 
duo of McCarthy and Ja¬ 
son Bateman has proved 
popular at the multiplexes, 
where no other comedy 
has been around to chal¬ 


lenge it. 

More than anything, “Iden¬ 
tity Thief” has proven the 
stardom of McCarthy, fol¬ 
lowing her breakout per¬ 


formance in “Bridesmaids.” 
“The holding power of a 
film always gives you an 
idea of the strength of its 
concept or its star," said 


Nikki Rocco, Universal 
head of distribution. “In this 
case, it’s both.” 

With the industry gather¬ 
ing for the Oscars on Sun¬ 


day, it's always a weekend 
where moviegoers' at¬ 
tention goes more to the 
Academy Awards than 
the movie theater. For the 
fifth week in a row, the box 
office was down as com¬ 
pared to last year’s busi¬ 
ness 

One of the two new films in 
wide release, Lionsgate's 
Dwayne “The Rock" John¬ 
son action film, “Snitch," 
opened with $13 million. 
That was a decent but not 
strong showing for “Snitch” 
in a year where action films 
have largely fared poorly. 
Though “A God Day to 
Die Hard,” the fourth film 
in the franchise, led the 
box office last week, it 
slid 60 percent in its sec¬ 
ond week to $10 million. 
Earlier action films from 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
(“The Last Stand”), Jason 
Statham (“Parker”) and 
Sylvester Stallone (“Bullet 
to the Head”) performed 
worse.□ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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Ben Affleck’s ‘Argo’ wins best-picture Oscar 



Ben Affleck accepts the award for best picture for “Argo” during 
the Oscars at the Dolby Theatre on Sunday Feb. 24, 2013, in Los 
Angeles. Affleck’s ‘Argo’ wins best-picture Oscar 

Associated Press 


By DAVID GERMAIN 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ben 

Affleck’s “Argo," a film 
about a fake movie, has 
earned a very real prize: 
best picture at the Acad¬ 
emy Awards. 

From the White House, 
First Lady Michelle 
Obama joined Jack Nich¬ 
olson to help present the 
final prize. 

“There are eight great films 
that have every right, as 
much a right to be up here 
as we do,” Affleck said 
of the other best-picture 
nominees. 

In share-the-wealth mode, 
Oscar voters spread Sun¬ 
day’s honors among a 
range of films, with “Argo” 
winning three trophies but 
“Life of Pi” leading with 
four. 

Daniel Day-Lewis joined a 
select group of recipients 
with his third Oscar, taking 
the best-actor trophy for his 
monumental performance 
as Abraham Lincoln in the 
Civil War saga “Lincoln.” 
“Hunger Games” star Jen¬ 
nifer Lawrence triumphed 
in Hollywood’s big games, 
winning the best actress as 
a damaged soul in “Silver 
Linings Playbook,” while 
Ang Lee pulled off a huge 
upset as best director for 
“Life of Pi.” 

Anne Hathaway went 
from propping up leaden 
sidekick James Franco at 
the Academy Awards to 
hefting a golden statue of 
her own with a support¬ 
ing-actress Oscar win as a 
doomed mother-turned- 
prostitute in the musical 
“Les Miserables." 

Christoph Waltz won his 
second supporting-ac¬ 
tor Oscar for a Tarantino 
film, this time as a genteel 
bounty hunter in the slave- 
revenge saga “Django Un¬ 
chained.” Tarantino also 
won his second Oscar, 
for original screenplay for 
“Django.” 

Ang Lee pulled off a major 
upset, won best director for 
the shipwreck story “Life of 
Pi,” taking the prize over 
Steven Spielberg, who had 
been favored for “Lincoln.” 
Lawrence took a fall on her 
way to the stage, tripping 


on the steps. 

“You guys are just standing 
up because you feel bad 
that I fell,” Lawrence joked 
as the crowd gave her a 
standing ovation. 

At 22, Lawrence is the 
second-youngest woman 
to win best actress, be¬ 
hind Marlee Matlin, who 
was 21 when she won for 
“Children of a Lesser God.” 
Lawrence also is the third- 
youngest best-actress 
contender ever, earning 
her first nomination at age 
20 two years ago for her 
breakout role in “Winter's 
Bone," the film that took 
her from virtual unknown to 
one of Hollywood's most- 
versatile and sought-after 
performers. 

With a monumental per¬ 
formance as Abraham Lin¬ 
coln, Day-Lewis became 
the only performer to win 
three best-actor Oscars, 
adding to the honors he 
earned for “My Left Foot” 
and “There Will Be Blood.” 
He's just the sixth actor to 
earn three or more Oscars, 
tied with Meryl Streep, Jack 
Nicholson, Ingrid Bergman 
and Walter Brennan with 
three each, and just be¬ 
hind Katharine Hepburn, 
who won four. 

Hathaway, whose perki¬ 
ness helped carry her and 
the listless Franco through 
an ill-starred stint as Oscar 
hosts two years ago, is the 


third performer in a musical 
to win supporting actress 
during the genre’s resur¬ 
gence in the last decade. 
“It came true," said Ha¬ 
thaway, who joins 2002 
supporting-actress win¬ 
ner Catherine Zeta- 
Jones for “Chicago” and 
2006 recipient Jennifer 
Hudson for “Dreamgirls.” 
Hathaway had warm 
thanks for “Les Miz” co- 
star Hugh Jackman, with 
whom she once sang a 
duet at the Oscars when 
he was the show's host. 
Hathaway's Oscar came 
for her role as noble but 
fallen Fantine in the big- 
screen adaptation of the 
Broadway smash that was 
based on Victor Hugo’s 
epic novel of revolution, 
romance and redemption 
in 19th century France. 

“Life of Pi” also won for 
Mychael Danna's multi¬ 
cultural musical score that 
blends Indian and Western 
instruments and influences, 
plus cinematography and 
visual effects. 

“I really want to thank you 
for believing this story and 
sharing this incredible jour¬ 
ney with me,” Lee said 
to all who worked on the 
film, a surprise blockbuster 
about a youth trapped on 
a lifeboat with a Bengal ti¬ 
ger. 

A veteran performer in 
Germany and his native 


f 

K «l\ 



Jennifer Lawrence accepts 
the award for best actress 
in a leading role for “Silver 
Linings Playbook” during the 
Oscars at the Dolby Theatre 
on Sunday Feb. 24, 2013, in 
Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 



Daniel Day-Lewis accepts 
the award for best actor in 
a leading role for “Lincoln” 
during the Oscars at the 
Dolby Theatre on Sunday, 

Feb. 24, 2013, in Los Angeles. 
Associated Press 

Austria, Waltz had been 
a virtual unknown in Hol¬ 
lywood when Tarantino 
cast him as a gleefully evil 
Nazi in 2009's “Inglourious 
Basterds,” which won him 
his first Oscar. 

“I have to cast the right 
people to make those 
characters come alive,” 
said Tarantino, who won 
previously for “Pulp Fiction. 
“And boy, this time, did I 
do it. Thank you so much, 
guys." 

Waltz has since done a 
handful of other Hollywood 
movies, but it’s Tarantino 
who has given him his two 
choicest roles. Backstage, 
Waltz had a simple expla¬ 
nation for why the collabo¬ 
ration works. 

“Quentin writes poetry, 
and I like poetry,” Waltz 
said. 


Oscar host Seth MacFar- 
lane opened with a mildly 
edgy monologue that of¬ 
fered the usual polite jabs 
at the academy, the stars 
and the industry. He took 
a poke at academy vot¬ 
ers over the snub of Ben 
Affleck, who missed out 
on a directing nomina¬ 
tion for best-picture favor¬ 
ite “Argo," a thriller about 
the CIA’s plot to rescue six 
Americans during the Ira¬ 
nian hostage crisis. 

“The story was so top se¬ 
cret that the film’s director 
is unknown to the acad¬ 
emy," MacFarlane said. 
“They know they screwed 
up. Ben, it's not your fault.” 
“Argo” also claimed the 
Oscar for adapted screen¬ 
play for Chris Terrio, who 
worked with Affleck to cre¬ 
ate a liberally embellished 
story based on an article 
about the rescue and 
part of CIA operative Tony 
Mendez’s memoir. 

Terrio dedicated the 
award to Mendez, saying 
“33 years ago, Tony, using 
nothing but his creativity 
and his intelligence, Tony 
got six people out of a bad 
situation.” 

The foreign-language prize 
went to Austrian filmmaker 
Michael Haneke’s old-age 
love story “Amour,” which 
had been a major surprise 
with five nominations, in¬ 
cluding picture, director 
and original screenplay for 
Haneke and best actress 
for Emmanuelle Riva, who 
turned 86 on Sunday and 
would be the oldest acting 
winner ever. 

The top prize winner at 
last year's Cannes Film 
Festival, “Amour” follows 
the agonizing story of an 
elderly man (Jean-Louis 
Trintignant) tending his wife 
(Riva) as she declines from 
age and illness. 

Haneke thanked his own 
wife for supporting him in 
his work for 30 years. 

“You are the center of my 
life,” Haneke said. 

The Scottish adventure 
“Brave,” from Disney’s Pixar 
Animation unit, was named 
best animated feature. 
Pixar films have won seven 
of the 12 Oscars since the 
category was added.□□ 
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A world without work 



Ross Douthat 

© 2013 New York Times News Ser¬ 
vice 

Imagine, as 19th-century Uto¬ 
pians often did, a society rich 
enough that fewer and fewer 
people need to work - a society 
where leisure becomes univer¬ 
sally accessible, where part-time 
jobs replace the regimented 
workweek, and where living stan¬ 
dards keep rising even though 
more people have left the work¬ 
force altogether. 

If such a utopia were possible, 
one might expect that it would 
be achieved first among the 
upper classes, and then gradu¬ 
ally spread down the social lad¬ 
der. First the wealthy would work 
shorter hours, then the middle 
class, and finally even high school 
dropouts would be able to sleep 
late, take four-day weekends 
and choose their own adven¬ 
tures - “to hunt in the morning,” 
as Karl Marx once prophesied, 
“fish in the afternoon, rear cattle 
in the evening, criticize after din¬ 
ner ...” 

Yet the decline of work isn’t ac¬ 
tually some wild Marxist scenario. 
It’s a basic reality of 21st-century 
American life, one that predates 
the financial crash and promises 
to continue apace even as nor¬ 
mal economic growth returns. 
This decline isn’t unemployment 
in the usual sense, where people 
look for work and can’t find it. 
It’s a kind of post-employment, 
in which people drop out of the 
workforce and find ways to live, 
more or less permanently, with¬ 
out a steady job. So instead of 
spreading from the top down, lei¬ 
sure time - wanted or unwanted 

- is expanding from the bottom 
up. Long hours are increasingly 
the province of the rich. 

Of course, nobody is hailing this 
trend as the sign of civilizational 
progress. Instead, the decline 
in blue-collar work is often por¬ 
trayed in near-apocalyptic terms 

- on the left as the economy’s 
failure to supply good-paying 
jobs, and on the right as a de¬ 
pressing sign that government 
dependency is killing the Ameri¬ 
can work ethic. 

But it’s worth linking today’s 
trends to the older dream of a 
post-work utopia, because there 
are ways in which the decline in 
workforce participation is actu¬ 
ally being made possible by ma¬ 
terial progress. 

That progress can be hard to 
appreciate at the moment, but 
America’s immense wealth is still 
our era’s most important eco¬ 


nomic fact. “When a nation is as 
rich as ours,” Scott Winship points 
out in an essay for Breakthrough 
Journal, “it can realize larger ab¬ 
solute gains than it did in the past 
. . . even if it has lower growth 
rates.” Our economy may look 
stagnant compared to the ac¬ 
celeration after World War II, but 
even disappointing growth rates 
are likely to leave the America of 
2050 much 
richer than today. 

Those riches mean that we can 
probably find ways to subsidize 
- through public means and 
private - a continuing decline 
in blue-collar work. Many of the 
Americans dropping out of the 
workforce are not destitute; 
they’re receiving disability pay¬ 
ments and food stamps, living 
with relatives, cobbling together 
work here and there, and often 
doing as well as they might with 
a low-wage job. By historical 
standards their lives are more 
comfortable than the left often 
allows, and the fiscal cost of their 
situation is more sustainable than 
the right tends to admit. (Medi¬ 
care may bankrupt us, but food 
stamps probably will not.) 

There is a certain air of irrespon¬ 
sibility to giving up on employ¬ 
ment altogether, of course. But 
while pundits who tap on key¬ 
boards for a living like to extol 
the inherent dignity of labor, we 
aren’t the ones stocking shelves 
at Wal-Mart or hunting wearily, 
week after week, for a job that 
probably pays less than our last 
one did. One could make the 
case that the right to not have a 
boss is actually the hardest won 
of modern freedoms. Should it re¬ 
ally trouble us if more people in a 
rich society end up exercising it? 
The answer is yes - but mostly be¬ 
cause the decline of work carries 
social costs as well as an eco¬ 
nomic price tag. Even a grind¬ 
ing job tends to be an important 
source of social capital, provid¬ 
ing everyday structure for people 
who live alone, a place to meet 
friends and kindle romances for 
people who lack other forms of 
community, a path away from 
crime and prison for young men, 
an example to children and a 
source of self-respect for parents. 
Here the decline in workforce 
participation is of a piece with 
the broader turn away from 
community in America - from 
family breakdown and declin¬ 
ing churchgoing to the retreat 
into the virtual forms of sport and 
sex and friendship. Like many of 
these trends, it poses a much 
greater threat to social mobility 
than to absolute prosperity. (A 
nonworking working class may 
not be immiserated; neither will 
its members ever find a way to 
rise above their station.) And its 
costs will be felt in people’s pri¬ 
vate lives and inner worlds even 
when they don’t show up in the 
nation’s GDP. 

In a sense, the old Utopians were 
prescient: We’ve gained a world 
where steady work is less neces¬ 
sary to human survival than ever 
before.□ 



• jj' R .V/A- jl«/ ■ 


How Mexico got back in the game 



Thomas L. Friedman 
© 2013 New York Times News Ser¬ 
vice 

In India, people ask you about 
China, and, in China, people ask 
you about India: Which country 
will become the more dominant 
economic power in the 21 st cen¬ 
tury? I now have the answer: 
Mexico. 

Impossible, you say? Well, yes, 
Mexico with only about 110 mil¬ 
lion people could never rival 
China or India in total econom¬ 
ic clout. But here’s what I’ve 
learned from a visit to Mexico’s 
industrial/innovation center in 
Monterrey. Everything you’ve 
read about Mexico is true: drug 
cartels, crime syndicates, gov¬ 
ernment corruption and weak 
rule of law hobble the nation. But 
that’s half the story. The reality is 
that Mexico today is more like a 
crazy blend of the movies “No 
Country for Old Men” and “The 
Social Network.” 

Something happened here. It’s 
as if Mexicans subconsciously 
decided that their drug-related 
violence is a condition to be 
lived with and combated but 
not something to define them 
any longer. Mexico has signed 
44 free-trade agreements - more 
than any country in the world - 
which, according to The Finan¬ 
cial Times, is more than twice as 
many as China and four times 
more than Brazil. Mexico has also 
greatly increased the number 
of engineers and skilled labor¬ 
ers graduating from its schools. 
Put all that together with mas¬ 
sive cheap natural gas finds, and 
rising wage and transportation 
costs in China, and it is no surprise 
that Mexico now is taking man¬ 


ufacturing market share back 
from Asia and attracting more 
global investment than ever in 
autos, aerospace and house¬ 
hold goods. 

“Today, Mexico exports more 
manufactured products than 
the rest of Latin America put to¬ 
gether,” The Financial Times re¬ 
ported on Sept. 19, 2012. “Chrys¬ 
ler, for example, is using Mexico 
as a base to supply some of its 
Fiat 500s to the Chinese market.” 
What struck me most in Monter¬ 
rey, though, is the number of 
tech startups that are emerging 
from Mexico’s young population 
- 50 percent of the country is un¬ 
der 29 - thanks to cheap, open 
source innovation tools and 
cloud computing. 

“Mexico did not waste its crisis,” 
remarked Patrick Kane Zambra¬ 
no, director of the Center for Citi¬ 
zen Integration, referring to the 
fact that when Mexican compa¬ 
nies lost out to China in the 1990s, 
they had no choice but to get 
more productive. Zambrano’s 
website embodies the youthful 
zest here for using technology 
to both innovate and stimulate 
social activism. The center ag¬ 
gregates Twitter messages from 
citizens about everything from 
broken streetlights to “situations 
of risk” and plots them in real¬ 
time on a phone app map of 
Monterrey that warns residents 
what streets to avoid, alerts the 
police to shootings and counts in 
days or hours how quickly public 
officials fix the problems. 

“It sets pressure points to force 
change,” the center’s presi¬ 
dent, Bernardo Bichara, told 
me. “Once a citizen feels he is 
not powerless, he can aspire for 
more change. . . . First, the Web 
democratized commerce, and 
then it democratized media, 
and now it is democratizing de¬ 
mocracy.” If Secretary of State 
John Kerry is looking for a new 
agenda, he might want to focus 
on forging closer integration with 
Mexico rather than beating his 
head against the rocks of Israel, 
Palestine, Afghanistan or Syria. 
Better integration of Mexico’s 


manufacturing and innovation 
prowess into America’s is win-win. 
It makes U.S. companies more 
profitable and competitive, so 
they can expand at home and 
abroad, and it gives Mexicans a 
reason to stay home and reduc¬ 
es violence. The U.S. does $1.5 
billion a day in trade with Mexi¬ 
co, and spends $1 billion a day in 
Afghanistan. Not smart. 

We need a more nuanced view 
of Mexico. While touring the 
Center for Agrobiotechnology at 
Monterrey Tech, Mexico’s MIT, its 
director, Guy Cardineau, a sci¬ 
entist from Arizona, remarked to 
me that, in 2011, “my son-in-law 
returned from a tour of duty in Af¬ 
ghanistan and we talked about 
having him come down and 
visit for Christmas. But he told me 
the U.S. military said he couldn’t 
come because of the [State De¬ 
partment] travel advisory here. I 
thought that was very ironic.” 
Especially when U.S. companies 
are expanding here, which is one 
reason Mexico grew last year at 
3.9 percent and foreign direct in¬ 
vestment hit record highs. 
“Twenty years ago, most Mexi¬ 
can companies were not glob¬ 
al,” explained Blanca Trevino, 
the president and founder of 
Softtek, one of Mexico’s leading 
IT service providers. They focused 
on the domestic market and 
cheap labor for the U.S. “Today, 
we understand that we have 
to compete globally” and that 
means “becoming efficient. We 
have a [software] development 
center in Wuxi, China. But we are 
more efficient now in doing the 
same business from our center in 
Aguascalientes, [Mexico,] than 
we are from our center in Wuxi.” 
Mexico still has huge gover¬ 
nance problems to fix, but what’s 
interesting is that, after 15 years 
of political paralysis, Mexico’s 
three major political parties have 
just signed “a grand bargain,” 
aka “Pact for Mexico,” under the 
new president, Enrique Pena Ni¬ 
eto, to work together to fight the 
big energy, telecom and teach¬ 
er monopolies that have held 
Mexico back. □ 
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NYPD, Microsoft create crime-fighting tech system 


COLLEEN LONG 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — An 

emergency call comes in 
about a possible bomb 
in lower Manhattan and 
an alert pops up on com¬ 
puter screens at the New 
York Police Department, 
instantly showing officers 
an interactive map of the 
neighborhood, footage 
from nearby security cam¬ 
eras, whether there are 
high radiation levels and 
whether any other threats 
have been made against 
the city. 

In a click, police know ex¬ 
actly what they’re getting 
into. 

Such a hypothetical sce¬ 
nario may seem like some¬ 
thing out of a futuristic 
crime drama, but the tech¬ 
nology is real, developed 
in a partnership between 
the nation's largest police 
department and Microsoft 
Corp., and the latest ver¬ 
sion has been quietly in use 
for about a year. 

The project could pay off 
in more ways than one: 
The NYPD could make tens 
of millions of dollars under 
an unprecedented mar¬ 
keting deal that allows Mi¬ 
crosoft to sell the system 
to other law enforcement 
agencies and civilian com¬ 
panies around the world. 
The city will get a 30 per¬ 
cent cut. 

The Domain Awareness Sys¬ 
tem, known as “the dash¬ 
board,” instantaneously 
mines data from the police 
department's voluminous 
arrest records, emergency 
calls, more than 3,000 se¬ 
curity cameras citywide, 
license plate readers and 
portable radiation detec¬ 
tors, and assembles it in an 
easy-to-use form. 

Right now, it is used only 
in NYPD offices, mostly in 
the counterterrorism unit. 
Eventually, the system 
could supply crime-fighting 
information in real time to 
officers on laptops in their 
squad cars and on mobile 
devices while they walk 
the beat. 

“It works incredibly well,” 
said Jessica Tisch, director 
of planning and policy for 
the counterterrorism unit. 
For example, officers used 



This Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013 photo shows a detail of a video wall that shows New York city police 
officers an interactive map of the area, security footage from nearby cameras, locations where 
high radiation levels are detected and whether any other threats have been made in New York. 

Associated Press 



This Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013 
photo shows a detail of a 
video wall showing New 
York city police officers an 
interactive map of an area 
in the city, security footage 
from nearby cameras, if there 
are high radiation levels and 
whether any other threats 
have been made in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

the system during a deadly 
shooting outside the Em¬ 
pire State Building in Au¬ 
gust. Dozens of emergen¬ 
cy (911) calls were coming 
in, and it initially looked like 
an attack staged by sev¬ 


eral gunmen. But officers 
mapped the information 
and pulled up cameras 
within 500 feet of the re¬ 
ported shots to determine 
there was only one shoot¬ 
er. 

Analysts are cautious 
about the potential prof¬ 
its, saying that largely de¬ 
pends on Microsoft's sales 
efforts and whether any 
major competition arises. 
While there other data- 
drilling products made by 
other companies, they say 


the NYPD’s involvement 
could set the dashboard 
apart. 

“This is the kind of stuff you 
used to only see in movies,” 


said analyst Rob Enderle of 
Enderle Group, a technol¬ 
ogy analysis firm. “Getting 
it to work in a way that po¬ 
lice departments can use 
in real time is huge.” 

The venture began in 
2009 when the NYPD ap¬ 
proached Microsoft about 
building software to help 
mine data for the Lower 
Manhattan Security Initia¬ 
tive, a network of private 
and public cameras and 
other tools monitored by 
the department’s Counter- 


Associated Press 

terrorism bureau. Develop¬ 
ment cost the department 
between $30 million and 
$40 million, officials said. 
“Usually, you purchase 



This Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013 photo shows a detail of a video wall 
showing New York city police officers an interactive map of the 
area, security footage from nearby cameras, if there are high 
radiation levels and whether any other threats have been made 
in New York. 


software that you try to 
work with, but we wanted 
this to be something that 
really worked well for us, 
so we set about creating 
it with them," said Richard 
Daddario, the NYPD’s dep¬ 
uty commissioner for coun¬ 
terterrorism. 

Officers were involved 
throughout the process 
with the programmers, of¬ 
fering advice on what they 
need during an emergen¬ 
cy. 

“It was created by cops for 
cops,” Tisch said. 

“We thought a lot about 
what information we want 
up close and personal, 
and what needs to be a 
click away. It's all baked in 
there." 

The system uses hundreds 
of thousands of pieces of 
information. Security cam¬ 
era footage can be re¬ 
wound five minutes so that 
officers can see suspects 
who may have fled. Sen¬ 
sors pick up whether a bag 
has been left sitting for a 
while. When an emergen¬ 
cy call comes in, officers 
can check prior calls from 
that address to see what 
they might be up against. 
Prospective clients can 
customize it to fit their or¬ 
ganization. 

Dave Mosher, a Microsoft 
vice president in charge 
of program management, 
said the company started 
to market the system in Au¬ 
gust and is looking at small¬ 
er municipalities, 
law enforcement agencies 
and companies that han¬ 
dle major sporting events. 
He would not say wheth¬ 
er any clients have been 
lined up and would not 
give details on the price 
except to say that it would 
depend on how much cus¬ 
tomization must be done. 
Shawn McCarthy, an ana¬ 
lyst with the research firm 
IDC, described the part¬ 
nership — and outcome 
— as unusual in the tech 
world. 

“I see huge potential, but 
so much depends on the 
price and competition," 
he said. 

No firm timetable has been 
set on when the dash¬ 
board will be rolled out to 
the entire 34,000-offficer 
departments 











































